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RUIN  OF  THE  DEMOCRA.TIC  PARTY. 


Reports  of  the  Covode   and  other  Committees. 


The  Missonri  compact  was  a  parole  of  honor 
given  by  the  slave  States  to  obtain  an  exten- 
sion of  the  limits  of  the  slave  institution  beyond 
those  originally  assigned  to  it  by  the  ordinance 
of  17S7 — the  basis  adopted  before  and  under 
the  Constitution.  The  boundaries  first  and 
last  estaolished  were  meant  to  confine  that 
fatal  disease  to  all  free  institutions  in  a  sort  of 
quarantine,  to  prevent  its  spread,  so  that  the 
sanitary  principles,  the  growth  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, embodied  in  the  Constitution  of  the  con- 
federated Republic,  might  gradually  work  out 
its  eradication. 

The  violation  of  that  compromise  was  a  re- 
pudiation of  the  good  faith  which  had  marked  all 
previous  mutual  arrangements  among  the  States 
of  the  Confederacy.  It  renounced  the  honest 
patriotism  which  was  the  cement  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, with  the  design  of  supplanting  it  by 
those  mercenary,  self-arrogating  principles,  out 
of  which  combinations  grow,  establishing  the 
rule  of  the  few  over  the  inany. 

This  great  change  in  the  morale  of  the  Dem- 
ocraltic  party  was  effected  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  who 
contrived  to  make  slavery  its  most  influential 
element,  while  he  reversed  its  direction.  Mr. 
Jefferson's  impulse,  gave  a  tendency  towards  a 
gradual  delivera'nce  of  the  country  from  slavery, 
as  threatening  the  overthrow  of  all  ita^j  free  in- 
stitutions— as  pregnant  with  insurrections,  civil 
war,  and  ruin  of  republican  government.  Mr. 
Calhoun  controverts  Jefferson's  principles — de- 
nounces as  ^'folhj  and  delusion"  his  belief,  once 
almost  universal  in  the  South,  that  '■'' slavery 
teas  a  moral  and  political  evil " — and  asserts, 
'*  a  is  the  most  safe  and  stable  basis  for  free 
institutions  in  the  worlds 

This  new  doctrine  Mr.  Calhoun  has  inculca- 
ted successfully  on  those  owning  both  the  soil 
and  slaves  in  the  South.  The  high  prices  of 
the  staples  whetting  avarice,  and  the  monop- 
oly of  wealth,  thus  created,  rousing  the  political 
ambition  in  a  sectional  oligarchy  arrogant  in 
controlling  all  the  slave  t^tates  by  combination, 
has  resolved  all  the  politics  of  that  region  into 
Mr.  Calhoun's  one  absorbing  idea — the  enslave- 
ment of  the  laborin^j  masses,  as  essential  to 


their  power  and  the  safety  of  the  governing 
class.  The  control  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment for  many  years  has  opened  up  new  pros- 
pects to  them  in  conquests  abroad,  as  conse- 
quent on  the  triumph  of  their  prophet's  princi- 
ples, and,  like  the  followers  of  Mahomet,  they 
make  the  propagation  of  slavery  a  part  of  their 
morale  or  religion,  as  well  as  the  basis  of  what 
they  call  free  institutions.'  It  is  politic  in  them 
to  assume  that  to  be  true  democracy  which 
transfers  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  to  a 
combination  of  slaveholders,  and  slaveholding 
to  be  moral,  as  performing  a  duty  to  God. 

Long-indulged  selfishness,  looking  through 
the  distorted  eyes  of  intense  avarice  and  ambi- 
tion, will  not  bear  the  sight  of  anything  repug- 
nant to  its  enjoyments.  The  political  rights  of 
citizens,  as  well  as  the  natural  rights  of  man, 
have  no  toleration  from  those  who  hold  power 
and  are  educated  as  oppressors.  The  lash,  the 
torture,  the  domestic  prison-house,  the  horrible 
piracy  of  the  slave  trade,  conjoined  with  fili- 
bustering upon  feeble  neighboring  Republics, 
to  immolate  and  drive  one  tribe  of  victims  from 
their  homes,  to  cram  them  with  multitudes  of  a 
still  more  helpless  race,  must  all  conspire  to 
maintain  the  slavery-extension  system,  crown 
it  with  conquests,  and  make  it  flourish  as  a 
growing  empire,  like  that  of  the  early  Sultans. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  insane  ambition  has  inspired 
his  maddened  followers  to  look  towards  this 
sort  of  glory.  He  was  certainly  a  man  of  auda- 
cious intellect.  lie  found  our  great  Western 
Republic  under  the  full  headway  of  the  revo- 
lutionary forces  impelling  our  free  institutions, 
"  on  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment."  The 
land  of  the  free  was  inscribed  on  its  flag.  He 
had  the  hardihood,  on  getting  command  at  the 
helm,  to  reverse  the  machinery,  and  dush  back- 
ward on  the  danger  from  which  we  bad  es- 
caped ;  and  he  hoisted  the  black  flag,  when  all 
civilized  nations  h»d  declared  themselves  its 
enemy.  Our  country  has  felt  a  revulsion  on 
being  thrown  back  in  its  course,  but  it  will  not 
suffer  from  the  shock  more  than  the  giant  ship, 
the  Great  Eastern,  from  a  sudden  reverse  of  its 
enrriues.     It  will  soon  resume  its  easy  forward 
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movement,  under  the  direction  of  that  power, 
the  popular  will,  which  the  interest  and  intelli- 
gence of  all  contribute  to  enforce  and  make 
authoritative. 

No  man  was  more  highly  gifted  than  Mr. 
Calhoun  to  disturb  the  regular  action  of  free 
government.  His  mind  was  a  sort  of  perpetual 
motion,  driving  skilfully,  and  always  against 
the  natural  tendency  of  the  masses.  At  one 
time,  hi.-^  ambition  addressed  itself  to  command 
the  intlueuce  of  the  wealthy  classes  of  the 
North.  It  was  then  he  employed  the  pen  of 
his  friend,  Mr.  McDuffie,  to  give  his  high-toned 
aristocratic  doctrine  in  his  essays,  signed  "  One 
of  the  People."  Then  he  was  for  a  bank  and 
high  protective  tariff.  Then,  through  the  in- 
fluence and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  McDutlie,  the 
Legislature  passed  its  self-denying  ordinance, 
declaring,  that  although  protective  duties  were 
mischievous  to  the  South,  yet,  as  they  promoted 
the  general  welfare  in  creating  manufactures, 
its  patriotism  would  bear  the  local  burden. 
The  North  did  not  reward  this  disinterested- 
ness by  making  Mr.  Calhoun  President,  and 
then  suddenly  the  tariff  was  denounced  by  him 
and  his  friends  as  a  flagrant  breach  of  the 
Constitution,  and  Mr.  Preston  put  forth  the 
nullification  manifesto,  a  paper  prepared  by  Mr. 
Calhoun  with  the  most  elaborate  skill.  Then 
followed  the  rally  of  the  Southern  delegations 
in  Congress  at  the  Jefferson  birthday  dinner, 
1830,  to  baud  them  together  for  secession,  when 
President  Jackson,  who  was  invited  to  counte- 
nance it,  covered  the  conspirators  with  dismay 
by  the  stern  rebuke,  which  silenced  the  hilarity 
of  the  table,  "  The  Federal  Union,  it  must^ 

BE  PRESERVED." 

Next  came  the  nullification  ordinance  of 
South  Carolina,  closely  followed  up  by  the 
proclamation  and  the  force  bill  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son, from  which  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  chiefs 
escaped,  deserting  their  military  array,  and 
surrendering  to  Mr.  Clay.  They  submitted  to 
Mr.  Clay's  scheme  of  a  tariff,  as  a  salvo  for  the 
Constitution  and  their  pride,  though  more  ob- 
noxious to  the  principle  they  asserted  than 
that  they  proposed  to  resist  by  anus. 

This  terminated  the  war  against  the  Union 
on  the  pretext  of  the  tariff;  but  Mr.  Calhoun 
kept  up  his  war  upon  the  Jackson  administra- 
tion under  the  banners  of  the  Bank,  while  in- 
sidiously preparing  a  more  extensive  combina- 
tion to  broach  secession  on  the  part  of  the 
South  by  creating  alarm  for  the  safety  of  its 
slave  institution.  No  serious  alarm  could  be 
produced  ;  and  although  the  irritating  discos- 
bions  between  the  nullifiers  and  abolitionits  in 
Congress  resulted  in  exciting  bad  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  slave  towards  the  free  States, 
no  apprehension  of  aggression  from  the  latter 
could  even  be  dissembled  sufficiently  to  conn- 
tenance  another  secession  attempt.  Mr.  Cal 
houn  then  changed  hie  tactics,  and  looked  to 
aggression  on  the  part  of  the  South,  stimulated  j 
by  the  ambition  of  estending  the  power  of  its ' 


institution,  at  the  risk  of  collision  and  a  breach 
between  the  States.  His  design  was  assisted 
by  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  death  of 
Gen.  Harrison,  and  the  accession  of  Mr.  Tyler 
to  the  Presidency.  Tyler  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest proselytes  to  nullification,  and  was  classed 
by  Col.  Benton  among  "  Calhoun's  Mormons." 
On  becoming  Premier  in  Tyler's  Administra- 
tion, Calhoun  became,  de  facto,  President,  and 
made  conquests  for  slavery  the  main  purpose 
of  the  Administration. 

To  produce  combinations  in  favor  of  this 
policy  at  home,  his  first  step  was  to  provoke 
hostility  to  it  abroad.  He  hunted  up  from  the 
files  of  the  State  Department  an  old  letter  of 
Lord  Aberdeen,  saying  something  deprecating 
the  perpetuation  of  slavery,  and  he  responded 
by  proclaiming  the  purpose  of  annexing  Texas, 
to  give  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  march  of  slave- 
ry. He  addressed  another  letter  to  our  Minis- 
ter to  France,  (Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,)  avow- 
ing the  same  design,  to  extort  from  that  Power 
scyne  expression  of  repugnance  to  what  he 
knew  its  policy  condemned.  He  then  pushed 
his  treaty  of  Texan  annexation  into  the  Sen- 
ate, where  it  was  rejected.  Next,  iie  made 
annexation,  by  a  bare  resoluticui  of  Congress, 
the  subject  of  violent  controversy  in  both 
Houses,  threatening  disruption,  and  carried 
it,  after  it  was  on  the  eve  of  defeat,  by  inducing 
Mr.  Polk,  the  President  elect,  to  practice  a 
fraud  on  Benton  and  his  friends,  who  had  vo- 
ted down  the  treaty,  and  meant  to  rote  down 
the  resolution.  The  trick  was  thus  compassed. 
Polk  pledged  himself,  that  if  Benton's  plan  of 
annexing  Texas  on  certain  conditions  guard- 
ing against  the  dangers  of  Calhoun's  scheme 
were  added  as  an  alternative  to  the  latter,  in 
the  execution  of  it,  by  the  incoming  President, 
Benton's  would  be  adopted  and  carried  out. 
The  annexation  was  voted  in  this  alternative 
form,  and  Polk,  who  on  the  next  day  was 
sworn  in  as  President,  violated  his  solemn 
pledges,  without  a  pretence  of  denial,  and  gave 
effect  to  Calhoun's  project.  The  absolute  sub- 
serviency of  Mr.  Polk  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  policy 
had  been  secured  in  advance  of  his  elec- 
tion. 

By  broaching  suddenly  the  extension  of  sla- 
very as  a  test  question  in  the  nominating  Con- 
vention of  the  Democracy,  1S44,  (the  delegates 
to  whifh  had  been  almost  universally  instruct- 
ed to  vote  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,)  the  Southern 
members  were  combined,  to  exact  a  pledge 
from  him  to  annex  Texas  with  that  view.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  declined,  in  a  letter,  to  adopt  the 
course  prescribed,  or  to  annex  Texas  without 
reaching  it  through  diplomacy.  This  answer 
accomplished  Mr.  Calhoun's  design  against 
him,  embodied  the  whole  Southern  delegation 
in  opposition  ;  and  this  rendering  his  election 
impossible,  the  body  appointed  to  nominate 
him,  refused.  Looking  to  this  result,  Mr.  Cial- 
hoini,  as  the  head  of  Tyler's  Administration, 
had  convoked  a  Convention  gotten  up  by  has 


office-holders  in  the  different  States,  to  meet  at 
Baltimore  on   the  same  day  with  the   Demo- 
cratic Convention.    While,  therefore,  Mr.  Pick- 
ens and  others  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  South  Caro- 
lina friends  attended  the  latter,  laying  their 
credentials  on  the  table,  to  vote,  if  necessary, 
the  Tyler  Convention  nominated  him  for  re- 
election, wkh  a  view  to  control  the  nomination 
of  the  Democracy.     If  it  nominated  any  man 
hostile   to   Texas   and   slavery  extension,  the 
Democratic  Southern  delegates  were  ready  to 
declare  against  him,  and  go  for  Tyler,  making 
a  Democratic  defeat  inevitable.     In  this  state 
of  things,  Polk,  who  had  declared  himself  for  an- 
nexation, supplanted  Van  Buren ;  and  Calhoun, 
holding  Tyler  as  his  automaton  candidate   in 
hand,  was  enabled  to  make  his  own  bargain 
with  Polk,  who  was  given  to  understand,  that 
Tyler,  who  would  receive  the  vote  of  Calhoun's 
party  in  the  South,  and  transfer  several  States 
to  the  Whigs,  would  decline  in  his  favor,  if  he 
would  commit  himself,  secretly,  to  Mr.    Cal 
houn's   whole   scheme   of   slavery   extension. 
Polk  yielded;  and  it  was  expressly  but  conli- 
dentially  stipulated  by  him,  with  Mr.  Pickens, 
that  he  (Polk)  would  disarm  the  organ  estab- 
lished by  General   Jackson  to  maintain    his 
policy,  and  set  up  one  favorable  to  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's designs,  which  thenceforward  became 
comqion  to   both.     The   consequences   began 
immediately  to  reveal  themselves.     Tyler  re- 
signed, in  favor  of  Polk.     In  advance  of  the 
election,  he  furtively  withdrew  fifty  thousand 
dollars  from  the  Treasury,  and  put  it  at  the 
disposal  of  prominent  personages,  who  were  in 
the  scheme,  to  proyide  a  new  organ.     Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, who  was  in  the  secret,  wrote  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Bibb,  (Mr.   Calhoun's  accomplice  for 
years,  and  through  his  influence  made  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,)  recommending  the  agent 
who  received  the  money.     Mr.  Polk's  perfidy 
to  Colonel  Beaton  in  violating  the  pledge  to 
adopt  his  mode  of  annexing  Texas,  providing 
preliminary   conditions,   was   the   first   public 
signal  of  revolt  from  the  Democracy,  and   ad- 
hesion to  the  nuUifiers.     The  next  was  his  re- 
fusal to  appoint  Flagg  to  the   Treasury,   (to 
which  iiQ  had  pledged  himself  to  General  Jack- 
son,) followed  by  the  induction  of  Walker,  to 
devote  its  resources  to  the  extension  of  slavery. 
Then  the  withdrawal  from  Mr.  Butler,  of  New 
York,  the  overture  he  had  made  of  the  War 
Department  as  scon  as  he  declared  his  willing- 
ness to  accept  it,  giving  the  place   to   Marcy, 
the  opponent  of  Van  Buren  and   Wright,  to 
whose  support  he  owed  the  Presidency.     Soon 
after  this  came  the  repudiation  of  the   GIoIjc, 
the  installation  of  Ritchie,  with  Hunter,  Mason, 
and  all  the  rest  of  Tyler's  and  Calhoun's    Vir- 
ginia junto,  drawing  after  thera  all  who  had 
given  evidence  of  alienation  from  the  Democ- 
racy during  the  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  ad- 
ministrations.    In  the  North,  the  same  confi- 
dence  in   malcontents  prevailed.     In   Massa- 
chusetts, the  Greetts,  of  the  Fati,  and  ■Ciistiugj 


of  Tyler  corporal's  gtiard,  ruled  the  hoar.  la 
New  York,  the  Hunkers.  In  P'ennsylvania, 
Buchanan,  as  Premier  in  the  Cabinet,  stamp- 
ed his  sinister  and  oblique  look  on  all  the  aims 
of  the  party.  In  Missouri,  Atchison,  who  ob- 
tained his  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  favor  of 
Benton,  was  made  his  enemy  and  rival  'by  the 
Administration.  Yet  Polk  was  reduced  to  ask 
Benton's  aid  to  deliver  them  from  th»"  master- 
ly inactivity  "  into  which  Calhoun's  policy  had 
brought  their  military  operations  in  Mexico. 

They  tendered  him  the  Lieutenant  General- 
ship, on  the  adoption  of  his  plan  of  carrying  on 
the  war,  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  yet  conclu- 
ded by  betraying  him  and  defeating  the  bill  for 
his  appointment  in  the  Senate.  Then  the  Ad- 
ministration contrived  that  coalition  between  its 
own  Democratic  partisans,  the  nullifiers,  under 
Atchison,  and  the  Whigs,  under  Mr.  Geyer, 
(elected  Senator,)  which  sacrificed  him  at 
home.  Cass  and  McLane,  who  had  brooded 
over  the  disaffection  in  the  Jackson  Cabinet  oo 
the  removal  of  the  deposits,  who  had  assisted 
in  the  bank  panic,  and  who  aided  the  con- 
spiracy to  bring  on  the  revulsion  which  over- 
threw the  Democratic  successor  of  Jackson, 
were  made  representative  men  of  the  new  De- 
mocracy installed  by  Calhoun,  Tyler,  and  Polk, 
after  those  who  had  rebuilt  that  of  Jefferson, 
under  Jackson,  were  ostracised.  And  certain- 
ly no  better  exemplars  of  the  policy  which  was 
to  control  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line 
could  have  been  found  than  Cass  and  McLane. 
They  were  the  high  priests  of  that  mysterious 
influence  which  breeds  doughfaces — a  tribe 
fattening  on  the  spoils  of  Government,  and 
propagating  that  fear  of  change  through  which 
many  well-meaning  men  are  often  subjected  to 
the  despotism  of  the  most  depraved. 

The  effect  of  the  system,  by  which  that  of 
Jackson,  handed  down  by  the  revolutionary 
stock,  was  superseded,  is  before  us.  The  ex- 
tension of  slavery  into  Texas  only  whetted  the 
ambition  of  the  Southern  oligarchs  for  the  con- 
quest of  Mexico.  The  war  was  made,  which 
Mr.  Calhoun's  policy  would  have  rendered  term- 
inable only  by  a  military  subjugation  reducing 
the  mass  of  the  population  to  the  condition  of 
vassalage.  That  was  the  meaning  of  his  "  mas- 
terly inactivity,"  which  proposed  simply  a  mil- 
itary occupation  oomijianding  the  country. 
Col.  Benton's  plan  brought  thf»  war  to  a  close, 
securing  to  the  people  of  the  portion  of  Mexico,' 
purchased  at  the  cost  of  fifteen  millions  to  ex- 
tend our  boundaries  to  the  Pacific,  the  full  en- 
joyment of  their  own  local  laws,  under  which 
the  slave  system  was  abrogated.  This  turned 
the  war  of  the  nullifiers  on  our  own  Govern- 
ment, They  resolved,  if  California  came  in  as 
a  fr»e  State,  the  slave  States  would  go  out  of 
the  Union.  General  Taylor,  who  made  the 
conquests,  and  succeeded  Polk  as  President, 
(the  latter  being  justly  repudiated  by  all  par- 
ties,) was  prepared  to  veto  the  compromise  of 
lb50,  which  recognised  the  right  of  converiuiir 


any  portion  orUie  free  tenitory  acqulreil  of  Mex- 
ico into  Blave  territory.  FilliDore,  ibe  Northern 
Vice  President,  comiu/*  into  power  ou  the  death 
of  Taylor,  seekiuga  nooiiiiation  from  tha  South, 
sarreudered  the  position  taken  by  his  princi- 
pal, and  opeued  the  way  to  slavery  into  tiie 
tree  Mcxicun  territories  annexed  to  ouis.  He 
sunk  under  his  submission,  and  President 
Pierce  su^iceeded,  solemnly  pledgin;^  himself 
to  maintain  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  va- 
rious compromises  against  the  extension  of 
slavery.  Another  term  in  the  Presidency,  only 
to  be  hopjd  fur  by  saerihcing  his  honor  to  the 
slave  fctates,  was  an  irresistible  bribe  to  his 
poor  ambition.  Affected  fear  of  a  dissolutioi* 
of  the  Union  was  the  mask  of  dough  under 
which  he  covered  his  treachery,  and  he  entered 
the  race  with  Douglas,  and  endeavored  to  out- 
run him  in  concessions  to  secure  the  Southern 
phalanx.  The  Missouri  compromise  was  re- 
pealed, and  the  whole  system  designed  by  the 
fathers  of  the  Republic  to  resist  the  progress 
of  slavery,  and  make  deliverance  at  some  time 
possible,  was  puUed  down. 

The  political  alarmi&ts  communicated  their 
panic  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  venerable 
incumbents,  apprehending  that  secession  might 
slip  their  benches  from  under  them,  concluded 
to  make  them  fast  by  reversing  all  former  de- 
cisions, and  considering  all  ordinances,  all 
laws  which  treated  slavery  as  a  State  institu- 
tion depending  ou  local  laws,  as  rnistakes  of 
unenlightened  generations,  and  entered  up  a 
decree  to  plant  it  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales.  Fortified  in  that  citadel  by  the 
judgment  of  the  tribunal  of  the  last  resort,  no 
law  of  Congress,  of  State  or  Territory,  can  dis- 
turb it.  it  goes  wherever  the  Constitution,  the 
supreme  law,  goes.  Mr.  Buchanan  on  coming 
to  the  Presidency  took  a  step  beyond  all  his 
predecessors,  and  the  Supreme  Court.  He  at- 
tempted to  drag  Kansas  as  a  State  into  the 
Union  with  a  slave  Constitution,  against  the 
consent  oi  its  people,  employing  military  force, 
fraud,  and  corruption,  to  accomplish  it,  and 
Laving  failed,  has  contrived  to  exclude  the 
State  from  the  right  to  come  into  the  Union, 
accorded  to  all  others  under  similar  circum- 
stances. Why  are  not  those  who  wield  all  the 
powers  of  the  Federal  Government  so  abso 
lutely,  satisfied  with  theli^  triumph?  Is  it  that 
a  sense  of  wrong  is  ever  attended  with  au  ap- 
prehension of  redress  ? 

And  what  has  this  unsatisfactory  ineffectual 
effort  to  build  up  a  system  hostile  to  that  es- 
tablished by  the  fathers  of  the  Government 
cost  the  country  in  its  moral  and  material  in- 
terests ? 

Mr.  Sherman,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  submitted  to  the  House  a 
statement  showing  the  growth  of  the  expenses 
and  population  at  every  census,  and  rate  of 
tax  for  each  inhabitant.  This,  compared  with 
the  increase  during  the  present  Administration, 
shows  that  at  the  outset,  17iJ2,  our  population 


being  in  round  numbers  four  millions,  the  tas: 
per  head  viSiS  fifty  cents ;  in  1830,  ('ieneral 
Jackson's  term,)  in  a  population  of  about 
thirteen  raJlliuns,  the  tax  was  $1.03  ;  in  1840, 
(Mr.  Van  Bureu'a  term,)  the  population  beiiig 
about  seventeen  millions,  the  tax  was  $1.-11. 
Now,  (in  Mr.  Buchanan's  time,  1858,)  the  in- 
habitants estimated  at  twenty-eight  millions,  the 
rate  of  tax  is  $3  per  head.  By  the  increase  of 
inhabitants,  a  little  more  than  three-fold  at  thfe 
Jackson  period,  the  tax  was  only  doubled. 
At  the  Van  Buren  period,  the  inhabitants 
being  increased  six-fold,  the  tax  falls  short  ten 
cents  of  being  tripled.  On  the  population, 
estimated  as  increased  seven-fold  in  1858,  the 
increase  of  tax  from  the  actual  expenditure  of 
1857  shows  an  increase  of  tax  of  thirty-six- 
fold for  each  person.  Now,  this  enormous  in- 
crease in  the  rate  of  expenditure,  compared 
with  that  shown  to  mark  its  progress,  with  that 
of  the  population  from  the  beginning  up  to  the 
close  of  Van  Buren's  Administration,  argues 
the  operation  of  some  cause  more  potent  than 
the  inclination  of  the  head  of  the  Government 
towards  extravagance  and  corruption.  It  ar- 
gues that  some  prevailing  passion  or  principle 
influenced  a  powerful  party  in  the  country  to 
protect  a  responsible  Executive  in  such  an 
abandonment  of  the  economy  which  custom 
had  established,  (under  a  succession  of  Ad- 
ministrations and  parties  in  the  Republic,) 'and 
which  had  concurred  in  making  frugal  expend- 
iture a  test  of  a  faithful  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  Nowhere  v/as  this  test  so 
severely  applied  as  in  the  slave  States,  where 
taxation  by  the  Federal  Government  had  be- 
come peculiarly  obnoxious,  Because  levied  by 
a  tariff  which,  it  was  insisted,  oppressed  the 
Soutli,  while  it  protected  the  North. 

The  extraordinary  increase  of  taxation  and 
expenditure,  out  of  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  population,  becomes  the  more  extraordinary, 
therefore,  when  it  is  considered  that  all  the  Ad- 
ministrations under  which  it  has  grown  up 
were  installed  and  controlled  absolutely  by  the 
embodied  power  of  the  parsimonious  South. 
This  paradox,  however,  is  easy  of  solution. 
The  negro  mania,  which  Mr.  Calhoun's  inap- 
peasable  ambition  laid  hold  of,  as  operating  on 
the  whole  nervous  system  of  the  slave  States, 
was  excited  every  way  to  combiae  them  as  a 
whole,  and  bring  all  their  energies  to  advance 
his  schemes.  The  gigantic  strides  of  the  North 
to  power  in  wealth  and  population  was  pointed 
at,  to  alarm  ;  its  repugnance  to  slavery,  to  pro- 
voke ;  its  progress  in  arts,  literature,  commerce, 
and  manufactures,  to  create  envy ;  and  all  to 
excite  sectional  ambition.  To  gratity  it  and 
his  own,  Mr.  Calhoun  proposed  to  band  all 
their  strength  to  add  new  empire  for  slavery. 
War,  to  extend  the  area  of  slavery,  became 
the  watchword  in  the  South  ;  and  the  appli- 
cation of  the  wealth  of  the  North  to  such  a 
cause,  no  matter  how  profusely,  was  true  econ- 
omy for  the  South.    The  military  service  ©f 


Vau  Burcn's  term  was  raised  by  the  Florida 
war,  from  $21,000,000,  its  test  in  the  preceding 
term,  to    $47,000,000.     This  was  to  capture 
slaves,  aud  drive  out  the  Seminoles,  to  make  a 
new  slave  State.     As  this  State  was  within  the 
then  existing  boundary  of  slavery,  this  expendi- 
ture could  not  be  held  to  be  one  enlarging  the 
area  of  slavery ;  yet  it  is  fair  to  ascribe  to  the 
necessities  of  that  institution  the  encumbering 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  Administration  with  an  ad- 
ditional $7,000,000  annually  during  his  term. 
It  was,  however,  on  the  accession  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houu  to  power  under  Tyler,  that  the  system 
was  organized — devoting  the  treasures  of  the 
nation  to  Southern  policy,  and  making  a  slave 
empire  to  encroach  on  free  territory,  and  swal- 
lev;  the  Gulf  and  the  tropics.  The  annexation  of 
Texas  was  the  first  step ;  the  war  with  Mexico 
to  extend  the  boundary  of  Texas,  the  next. 
The  naval  aud  military  service  for   the  four 
years  of  Polk's  term  amounted  to  $123,048,599. 
Fifteen  (15)  millions  were  then  paid  to  Mexico 
for  the  region  acquired    by  the  sword.     Ten 
(10)  millions  more  were  paid  to  Texas,  for  the 
pretended  claim  she  asserted  over  New  Mexi- 
co, which,  though   assented   to   by  Northern 
men,  doubtless  to  disentangle  it  from  Texas 
and  slavery,  now  boasts  a  slave  code,  through 
the  influence  of  the  civil  and  military  power 
of  the  Federal  Administration  over  that  prov- 
ince.    Then  followed  the  Gidsden  treaty,  pro- 
viding .§20,000,000  for  Arizona — cut  down  in 
the  Senate  to  $10,000,000,  lest  the  enormity  of 
the  amount  should  burst  the  Senate's  prison- 
house,  aud  let  out  the  corruptions  divulged  in 
secret  session  which  procured  the  arrangement, 
and  lead  to  new  corruptions.     The  desert,  or 
arid  zone,  which  was  looked  to  in  the  first 
treaty  as   a   barrier  to  separate  the  nations, 
was  acquired  to  draw  the  contemplated  Pacific 
railroad  within  the  boundaries  of  Mexico,  and 
iacilitate  the   ultimate   appropriation   of   the 
whole  country.     It  would  require  a  volume  to 
present  in  detail  the  waste  of  the  slavery  prop- 
agandist policy,  begun  under  Tyler,  and  pur- 
sued under  Polk,   Fillmore,  Pierce,  and  Bu- 
chanan. 

In  the  progress  of  it,  a  Congress  of  our  for- 
eign ministers  issued  the   Ostend  Manifesto, 
threatening  war  with  Spain  unless  she  would 
take  some  hundreds  of  millions  for  Cuba.    This 
shows  the  spirit  of  the  movement;   and  the 
actual   growth   of  the   national   expenditures 
under  its  influence,  from  Mr.  Van  Buren's  time 
forward,    exhibited    in    figures,    proves    how 
steadily  and  rapidly  it  has  worked.     The  ex- 
penditure of  our  Administrations,  from  Wash- 
ington to  Van  Buren  inclusive,  making  about 
half  a  century,  according  to  Secretary  Cobb's 
report     of     February,     1858,     amounts     to 
$G21,262,85G.53.     The  aggregate  expenditure 
under    Tyler,    Polk,    Fillmore,    Pierce,    and 
Buchanan,  (up  to  1857,)  is  $692,385,792.38. 
To  this  add,  predicated  on  Mr.  Cobb's  own 


lions  for  the  two  last  years  of  Mr.  Buchanan's 
term,  and  we  have,  for  twenty  years  of  the 
slave  propagandist  administration  of  the  Treas- 
ury, an  outlay  of  $822,385,792.38,  to  con- 
trast with  $021,262,856.53,  for  the  half  cen- 
tury of  expenditure  under  all  previous  Presi- 
dents. 

But  it  is  not  the  foreign  war  waged  to  spread 
our  peculiar  institution  which  costs  most, 
costly  as  military  movements  always  are.  The 
policy  which  requires  corruption  to  enlist  the 
great  body  of  a  reluctant  nation  to  secure  its 
adoption,  is  still  more  expensive.  In  fact,  it 
costs  more  to  recruit  a  party  for  slavery  in  the 
North  than  an  army.  The  last  two  years  of 
Mr.  Buchanan's  Administration  cost  more 
than  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Madison,  when  in- 
volved in  the  conflict  with  Great  Britain,  and 
when  war  was  blazing  on  the  land,  the  lakes, 
and  ocean. 

Mr.  Cobb,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  "  the 
Statement  of  Expenditures  from  1789  to  June 
Mthj  1857,"  called  for  by  Congress,  exhibits 
the  expenditure  of  the  last  four  years  of  Mr. 
Madison's  Administration,  including  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  to  be  $108,537,086.88. 
And  in  the  same  statement,  the  past  two 
years  of  the  present  Administration  show  an 
expenditure  of  $125,366,396.21.  So  one 
year  of  peace  under  Mr.  Buchanan  cost  more 
than  two  years  of  war  under  Madison— 
a  war  waged  with  the  greatest  military  and 
naval  Power  of  the  earth,  and  closed  in  the 
triumph  of  our  arms.  But  a  scrutiny  of  the 
motives  and  the  results  of  the  vast  expendi- 
ture involved  in  Mr.  Buchanan's  policy  will 
make  the  contrast  between  himself  and  the 
illustrious  President  he  so  bitterly  denounced, 
while  maintaining  the  conflict  with  Great 
Britain,  the  more  striking. 

The  very  first  measures  of  our  ultra  Southern 
President  and  Cabinet  on  reaching  power,  and 
without  awaiting  the  meeting  of  the  Congress 
chosen  by  the  people  to  form  a  part  of  the 
Government  during  his  t^rm,  was  to  march  an 
army  on  Kansas,  under  pretence  of  quelling  a 
rebellion  in  Utah. 

This  is  the  modest  account  given  by  the 
President  of  war  measures,  begun  without 
consulting  Congress,  raising  our  military  ex- 
penditures to  a  higher  point  than  during  the 
war  with  Great  Britain : 

"  Tlie  people  of  Utah,  almost  exclusively',  belong  to  this 
churcU  ;  and  believing  with  a  fanatical  si<iritthat  he  is  Gov- 
ernor 01'  the  Territory  by  divine  appointment,  they  obey  liis 
commands  as  if  these  were  direct  revelations  Irom  Heaven. 
It",  IborcCorc,  he  chooses  tliat  his  Government  shall  come 
into  collision  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the 
members  of  the  Mormon  church  will  yield  implicit  obedience 
to  his  will.  Unfortunately,  existing  tacts  leave  but  little 
doubt  that  such  is  his  determination.  Witho  it  entering 
upon  a  minute  history  of  occurrences,  it  is  sufficient  to  say, 
that  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  judicial  and  execu 
tive,  with  the  single  exceptions  of  two  Indian  agents,  have 
found  it  necessary  for  their  personal  safety  to  withilraw 
from  the  Territory  ;  and  there  no  longer  rcauiius  any  Gov- 
ernment in  Utah  bat  the  despotism  of  Hrigham  Young.  This 


estimates,   the    one   hundred    and    thirty    mil- being  t:i«    toiiditiun  of  aCfairs  iu  the  Territory,  l  could  not 


Ki?!ake  the  palh  of  duty.  As  C'.iinf  Magislralo,  I  was  boimd 
to  rci-tore  the  supremacy  of  tho  Constitutiou  unl  )a\vs  within 
its  limits.  bi---dcr  to  cUecltbis  purpose,  I  appoiuted  a  new 
Govcr.ior  ana  other  Fcdorul  olficcis  lor  Utah,  and  stnt 
with  them  a  miUiary  force  for  their  protection,  and  to  aid 
as  a  potte  wmUcUws  in  case  of  need  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws." 

"  A.  posse  comilatus  to  introduce  Governor 
Cumminf^s  to  Governor  Brigham  Young." 
What  proof  had  the  President  that  Young, 
who  was  appointed  and  held  as  Governor  and 
Indian  agent  under  the  commission  of  his 
predecessor,  would  not  recognise  a  commission 
Irom  him  appointing  a  successor?  He  did 
not  afford  Young  the  opportunity  of  repulsing 
his  authority,  as  he  did  not  assert  that  authority 
by  sending  a  Governor  to  supersede  him,  nor 
did  he  take  a  step  to  inquire  into  the  charges 
made  against  Young  by  Judge  Drummond,  on 
which  the  latter  resigned  —  charges  which 
Young  denied,  begged  might  be  investigated, 
and  which  have  since  been  disproved.  The 
army  was  marched  in  hot  haste  to  inaugurate 
Governor  Cummings.  The  war  is  thus  opened 
by  General  Scott  in  person : 

'•  cmcuL.\R. 

' '  Headquarters  of  the  Akmt,  May  28, 1857. 
^-  To  {he  Adjutant  General,  Quartermaster  General,  Commis- 
sar;/ General,  Surgeon  General,  Paymaster  General,  and 
Chief  of  Ordnance: 

"  Orders  having  been  dispatched  in  haste  for  the  assem- 
blage of  a  body  of  troops  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  to  march 
thence  to  Utah  as  soon  as  assembled,  the  General-in-chief, 
in  concert  with  the  War  Dep:irtment,  issues  the  following 
instructions  :  [Here  follow  the  details  of  the  forces,  amount- 
ing to  2,500  men,  and  all  tho  equipments.] 

[Signed]         "  WINFIELD  SCOTT. " 

General  Harney,  who  had  gathered  the  main 
force  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  receives  the  follow- 
ing laconic  order  from 

"  Headquarters,  New  York,  June  29, 1857. 
"  The  Fifth  Infantry  is  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to 
join  you,  from  Jefferson  Barracks,  as  soon  as  it  and  the 
body  9f  Tenth  arrive.     I'roceed  to  your  destination  without 
unnecessary  delay." 

On  the  next  day,  another  letter  from  the 
General-in-chief  tells  Gen.  Harney  that  gen- 
eral orders  "  have  indicated  your  assignment 
to  the  command  of  an  expedition  to  the  Utah 
Territory  ; "'  and  adds  : 

"  The  community,  and  in  part  the  civil  Government  of 
L'tah  Territory,  are  in  a  state  of  substantial  rob. lliuu  against 
the  laws  and  authority  of  the  United  States — a  new  civil 
Goverumeut  is  about  to  be  designated,  and  to  bo  charged 
with  the  establishment  of  law  and  order.  Vour  able  and 
energetic  aid,  with  that  of  the  troops  under  your  command, 
is  rc.ed  upon,  to  insure  tho  success  of  his  mission." 

Now,  with  all  this  hurry  of  regiments,  "dis- 
patched IX  HASTE,  for  the  assemblage  of  a 
body  of  troops  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  to  march 
TDESCE  TO  Utah  as  soox  as  assemhled,  there 
to  crush  rebellion  against  the  laws  and  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,"  nothing  was 
accomplished  for  a  year. 

The  array  brought  together  in  thirty  days 
from  remote  quarters  of  the  country,  and  ready 
to  march  in  June,  1857,  could  only  present  it- 
self and  the  Governor  (about  to  be  designa- 
ted) to  Brigham  Young  in  June,  1858.  Du- 
ring the  summer,  fall,  and  winter  of  1857, 
Y'oung  was  in  the  regular  discharge  of  his 


functions,  under  the  orders  of  the  Department 
at  Washington,  and,  as  Indian  agent,  in  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Denver,  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Indeed,  the  rebellion  charged 
upon  him  was  founded  upon  acts  imputed  as 
having  occurred  under  the  Administration  of 
Mr.  Buchanan's  predecessors,  and  no»  thought 
worthy  of  investigation  by  them,  nor  by  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan himself,  although  invited  by  Governor 
Young.  The  truth  is,  the  gathering  of  troops  in 
such  haste  at  Leavenworth,  in  Kansas,  in  June, 
1857,  was  to  frown  down  the  Topeka  Legisla- 
ture, elected  by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  who,  imitating  the  example  of  other  Ter- 
ritories, and  taking  the  popular-sovereignty 
principle  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  for  au- 
thority, had  formed  a  Constitution  for  submis- 
sion to  Congress,  and  elected  a  Legislature  to 
give  it  effect.  The  next  object  ot  the  intro- 
duction of  the  army  into  Kansas  was  to  coun- 
tenance the  election  of  a  Convention  elected 
by  the  pro-slavery  minority,  to  annul  this  Consti- 
tution made  by  the  majority,  and  set  up  an- 
other. It  was  proposed  by  the  Administration 
to  submit  this  pro-slavery  Constitution  to  the 
votes  of  the  people,  and  doubtless  it  hoped, 
with  aid  of  the  votes  of  the  soldiery,  and  the 
control  brought  with  the  army  in  contracts  and 
disbursements,  in  frauds,  bribery,  and  over- 
awing at  the  polls,  that  the  slave  Constitution 
could  be  carried  ;  and,  at  the  worst,  if  the 
people  should  rise  in  resistance,  the  army 
could  begin  with  rebellion  in  Kansas,  and  put 
it  down  preliminary  to  that  in  Utah. 

Governor  Walker,  sworn  as  a  witness  before 
the  Covode  Committee,  makes  apparent  the 
motives  which  stayed  for  a  year,  in  Kansas, 
the  troops  under  Harney,  although  under  or- 
ders of  the  General-in-chief  to  march  immedi- 
ately on  Utah.  Mr.  Walker's  testimony  re- 
veals the  secret  that  the  tactics  of  the  Admin- 
istration now  had  changed  : 

"  This  attempt  to  make  Kansas  a  slave  State  developed 
itself  in  the  fall  of  1S57.  It  first  was  fully  developed  by  tho 
terrible  forgeries  in  the  pretended  returns — tUey  were  not 
legal  returns — that  were  sent  to  me  .iS  Governor  of  the 
Territory,  and  which  I  rejected,  although  that  rejection  gavo 
a  majority  of  tho  Territorial  Legislature  to  my  political  op- 
ponents, tho  Republicans,  at  which,  I  am  froe'to  say,  I  was 
deeply  grieved.  I  did  my  best  to  secure  a  Democratic  ma- 
jority in  that  Legislature,  and  exerted  myself  most  anxious- 
ly, rr  ikiug  slump  spi'oches,  &c.  Tho  first  forgery  presented 
to  mo  was  the  case  at  Oxford,  which  was  a  forgery  upon  its 
face  ;  und  that  it  was  so,  has  siuco  been  acknowledged  by 
one  of  the  judges  whoso  name  purport^id  to  be  signed  to  it. 
In  a  public  document,  since  published  by  him,  he  declares 
that  he  never  did  affi.t  his  signature  tn  it.  In  Oxford,  inoro 
than  sixteen  hundred  votes  were  attempted  to  be  given  in  a 
village  of  si.x  houses,  where  there  were  not  tifty  voters  ;. 
and  it  is  now  ascertained  that  not  thirty  votes  were  really 
given  ;  tho  rest  were  all  forgeries.  Jly  rejection  of  that 
return,  masmuch  a^  it  affected  the  two  largo  counties  ot" 
Johnson  and  Douglas,  gave  a  majority  of  tho  Territorial  Leg- 
islature to  the  Republicans. 

"  I  was  then  very  bitterly  denounced, at  which  I  felt  pro- 
foundly indifferent,  because  I  thought  that  any  man  who 
would  apjirove  or  endorse  such  forgeries  was  a  base  and 
dishonest  man,  and  I  preferred  his  censure  to  his  approval. 
Various  personal  threats  were  made,  which  I  also  disre- 
garded 

"  Tho  next  return  presented  was  that  from  McGeo  county, 
where  there  certainly  were  not  twenty  voters,  but  whicli 
was  returned  as  over  twelve  hundred  vot»s,  given  at  thr  je- 


difforont  pi'eoincts,  and  wbero  it  is  now  ascertained  there 
■was  uo  election  bokleu  at  all — not  a  vote  given  in  the  county. 
Those  pretcniled  returns  were  also  rejected  by  mo ;  and  at 
length  it  was  fully  developed  that,  contrary  to  all  the  pledges 
given,  especially  by  Calhoun  himsell',  the  President  ol'  the 
Cohvontiou,  llui't  they  would  submit  the  Constitution  to  Iho 
vote  of  the  people,  another  course  was  resolved  upon. 

"  Finally,  a  low  days  bolbre  the  vote  was  taken  ujKin  the 
subject,  lir.  Calhoun, the  President  of  the  Convention,  called 
upon  me,  and  submitted  substantially  the  programme  as  to 
slavery  which  was  subsequently  adopted  by  the  Conven- 
tion, and  aslccd  niy  concurrence.  He  presented  various 
prospects  of  the  highest  place  from  the  people  of  this  Union 
if  I  would  concur,  and  assured  me  that  that  was  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Administration.  I  said  that  that  was  impos- 
sible, and  showed  Mr.  Calhoun  this  letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan 
to  me,  of  the  I'ith  of  July,  1857.  Ho  said  that  the  Adminis- 
tration had  ciiangod  it.s  policy." 

The  fiict  stated  by  Calhoun  to  Gov,  Walker 
is  shown  to  be  true  by  the  concurrent  testimony 
of  Secretary  Cobb,  Secretary  Thompson,  and 
Martin,  clerk  of  the  Interior  Department.  Mar- 
tin was  sent  out  to  attend  the  birth  of  the  Le- 
compton  Constitution.  Each  of  these  witnesses 
labored  hard  to  conceal  the  truth.  All  three  lay 
great  stress  on  the  prominent  circumstance 
that  each  was  urgent,  as  was  the  President, 
for  the  submission  of  the  Constitution  at  one 
time,  which  they  knew  to  be  slave ;  but  they 
try  to  wink  out  of  sight  the  important  point, 
that  they  suddenly  changed  their  plan  when 
they  found  their  schemes  for  carrying  it  by  a 
vote  of  the  people  would  fail.  They  then  con- 
trived a  clause  to  perpetuate  the  slavery  which 
already  existed  in  Kansas ;  and  then  they  pro- 
vided, by  another  clause,  that  no  vote  should 
be  given  against  the  Constitution  itself,  con- 
taining this  provision,  but  that  the  suffrages 
should  be  written  on  ballots,  thus — "  For  the 
Constitution  with  slavery,"  or,  "  For  the 
Constitution  without  slavery  ; "  and  Mr, 
Walker  says,  "  those  who  opposed  the  Consti- 
tution were  not  permitted  to  vote  at  all."  Now, 
as  all  were  obliged  to  vote  for  the  Constitution, 
■with  its  clause  declaring  that  the  slavery  ex- 
isting there  should  be  perpetuated,  and  that  the 
words  "  without  slavery  "  were  to  be  construed 
as  a  vote  against  new  importations  of  slaves,  it 
simply  amounted  to  a  provision  that  Kansas 
should  be  a  slave  State,  to  be  stocked  with 
slaves,  either  by  unchecked  emigration,  or  by 
the  slower  process  of  propagation  from  the 
considerable  number  of  slaves  already  there. 
The  original  plan  of  the  Administration  was  to 
to  have  the  State  Convention  make  the  Consti- 
tution slave  out  and  out,  and  so  have  it  voted 
by  the  army  votes  at  the  polls,  or  votes  under 
the  army  duresse,  or  votes  influenced  by  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  multitudes  of  con- 
tractors and  agents,  whose  spoil  was  five  rail- 
lions  from  the  Treasury,  On  all  these  failing, 
the  Administration's  prime  agent,  Calhoun,  (a 
name  now  ominous  for  slavery,)  was  prepared 
■with  the  trick  which  carried  slavery  in  the  Con- 
stitution, by  the  manner  in  which  the  ballots 
were  required  to  be  inscribed. 

The  Lecompton  Convention,  which  met  in 
June,  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  19th  of 
October.  The  regular  election  of  the  Territorial 
Legislature  was  held  about  this  time,  and  the 


Calhoun  Convention  adjourned,  so  a.?  to  have 
the  returns  before  deciding  on  the  mode  of 
submitting  the  Constitution  to  the  people. 
The  fraudulent  returns  created  an  Adminis- 
tration Legislature,  which  would  put  the 
local  authority  so  completely  in  the  hands  ot 
Calhoun  as  to  enable  it  to  carry  the  slavery 
Constitution  without  difficulty,  if  sitbmitted 
through  officials  such  a  Legislature  would  con- 
stitute. The  forgery  that  carried  the  Legisla- 
ture would  carry  the  Constitution.  Under 
these  circumstances,  Calhoun,  representing 
the  President,  and  Martin,  who  was  sent  by 
Thompson  and  Cobb,  were  about  to  liave  the 
Constitution  undergo  this  process.  13ut  just 
at  this  moment.  Gov.  Walker  declared  the 
legislative  returns  in  favor  of  the  President 
fraudulent,  and  the  Republican  majority  duly 
elected.  And  here  was  the  turning  point.  The 
programme  of  the  President,  of  which  Calhoun 
assured  Walker  he  was  duly  advised,  instantly 
changed.  Martin,  the  cautious  Cabinet  agent, 
gives  this  account  of  the  sudden  change  of  the 
fiwrt  plan  of  cheating  into  that  last  adopted : 

"A  difficulty  sprung  up  between  Governor  'Walkor  and 
a  portion  of  the  Convention,  within  a  day  oi-  two  alter  it  re- 
assembled, and  it  flnaUy  extended  to  a  majority  of  the  Con- 
vention, which  really,  in  my  judgment,  defeated  the  sub- 
mission of  the  Constitution  in  its  entirety  to  the  iieople. 

"  It  arose  about  certificates  of  election  of  nuTnliors  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature  from  Douglas  and  John tiju  counties. 
It  was  alleged  that  frauds  had  been  committid  at  Oxford, 
and  threats  of  personal  violence  were  made  by  Lane  and 
his  adherents  against  Walker  and  Stanton,  if  they  should 
give  certiflcates  to  the  Democrats  claiming  tn  be  elected 
from  those  counties,  who  had  the  certificates  of  the  judges 
of  the  election.  Governor  'Walker  and  Secretary  Stanton 
published  a  card  announcing  that  Uioy  hart  talcen,  or  would 
proceed  to  take,  testimony  in  the  case,  and  if  it  should  ap- 
pear that  fraud  had  been  committed,  certificates  of  election 
should  be  awarded  to  the  Republicans  ;  whereupon  a  man- 
daimis  was  issued  by  Judge  Cato,  at  the  instance  of  the  Dem- 
ocrats claiming  to  have  been  elected  from  those  counties, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  their  right  to  certificates  of  elec- 
tion, and  thus  devolve  on  the  Legislature,  the  judge  of  the 
elections  of  its  own  members,  the  investigation  of  the  ques- 
tion of  frauds  at  Oxford.  Governor  'Walker  declined  a  com- 
pliance with  the  mandate  of  Judge  Cato,  and  awarded  cer- 
tificates of  election  to  the  Republicans.  Thereujion  some  ol 
the  extreme  anti-submission  members  of  the  Convention, 
with  the  friends  of  the  thus  defeated  Democratic  candidates 
for  the  Legislature,  called  a  meeting  to  deuoimcc  the  course 
of  Governor  Walker  in  this  matter,  and  it  was  lield  in  the 
hall  of  the  Convention,  though  at  night  after  the  Convention 
had  adjourned.  They  denounced  him  in  bitter  speeches, 
and  passed  resolutions  ot  censure  upon  his  couilnct,  without 
identifying  themselves  with  or  endorsing  the  frauds,  if  any 
had  been  practiced  ;  taking  the  ground  that  Governor 
Walker  and  Secretary  Stauton  were  not  judges  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  had  no  authority  of  law  for  going  behind  the  re- 
turns of  the  judges  to  inqurie  into  the  question  of  fraud  i;) 
the  election  of  members,  but,  if  frauds  had  been  practiced, 
it  was  a  question  for  the  Legislature  to  settle.  That  made  a 
breach  between  the  Governor  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
Convention,  which  I  labored  in  vain  to  prevent,  and  after- 
wards to  heal. " 

This  confession  being  extracted  from  the 
Cabinet  emissary,  Mr.  Olin,  of  the  Covode  Com 
mittee,  then  inquires  of  him  :  "  Do  you  know 
who  was  the  author  of  that  provision  ?  (the  sla- 
very provision  in  the  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion?") Mr.  Emissary  answers,  "I  think  I 
drew  it  myself,"  Mr,  Olin  again  asks  ;  "  Who 
consulted  fou  about  drawing  it  up  ?"  Answer  : 
"  Gencal  Calhoun,  Rush  Elmore,  and  Hugh 
M.  Moore ;  I  do  not  kaow  whether  any  others  j 
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we  had  be^u  jissociateJ  tOf;eiher  upon  the  oat 
and  out  plan  of  submission  ;  and  that  having 
failed,  the  question  was,  what  was  best  to  be 
done  now,"  &c.,  &c. 

Now,  it  will  be  remembered  that  Calhoun, 
President  oFthe  Convention,  was  the  President's 
representative,  who  first  told  Governor  Walker 
of  the  change  at  the  White  House  in  regard  to 
the  submission  of  the  Constitution,  after  it  was 
found  that  the  fraudulent  Legislature  to  pasa 
npou  it  was  unseated.  And  Moore,  Vice  Pres- 
ident, was  the  man  to  whom  the  Cabinet  em- 
issary bore  his  letter  of  credit  from  Cobb. 
These  were  the  managers  of  the  packed  Con- 
vention, and  through  whom  it  was  worked  like 
a  supple-jack,  by  the  telegraphic  wires  from 
Washington  city. 

Governor  Walker  deserves  credit  for  turning 
his  back  on  the  whole  body  at  Lecompton  en- 
gaged in  giving  eflPect  to  the  chicanery  of  the 
President.  He  opens  up  the  view  to  both  plans 
in  the  passage  already  quoted,  in  which  he  says 
that  this  plan  to  make  Kansas  a  slave  State 
developed  itself  in  the  i'all  of  1857,  and  he  fixes 
precisely  the  same  moment  and  the  same  cabse 
for  the  Administration's  change  of  front  as  to 
the  mode  of  effecting  the  object,  as  does  the 
Cabinet  emissary.  It  was  when  he  declared  the 
returns  couitterj'eif,  that  made  an  Administra- 
tion Legislature  to  accomplish  its  designs  and 
that  way  to  success  was  closed.  That  Calhoun, 
the  manager  of  the  grand  fraud,  was  the  ac- 
complice of  the  President  in  it,  is  put  beyond 
all  doubt  by  the  fact  that  he  was  sustained  in 
every  movement  he  made  by  the  President, 
while  they  were  in  progress.  That  he  was  sus- 
tained by  him  in  the  fraud  of  getting  up  the 
Convention,  and  countenancing  it  when  elected 
by  two  thousand  votes — the  most  of  them  prob- 
ably fraudulent — and  known  to  be  overbalanced 
by  more  than  ten  thousand  against  it.  That 
he  favored  both  plans,  the  first  and  the  last 
urged  through  Calhoun  in  that  Convention,  to 
impose  the  slave  institution  upon  a  reluctant 
people.  That  he  sustained  the  bribery,  the 
violence,  the  forgery,  and  perjury,  through 
which  Calhoun  endeavored  to  procure  a  sub- 
servient Territorial  Legislature,  is  manifest 
from  the  fact  that  he  sustained  the  Lecompton 
Constitution,  the  result  of  all  these  villianies, 
recieved  Calhoun  with  honor  at  Washington 
when  driven  from  Kansas  in  disgrace,  and 
gave  him  another  office  of  trust  wheti  he  dare 
not  return  to  resume  that  which  he  had  aban- 
doned. 

Governor  Walker  sustained  Calhonn  in  all 
his  enormities  but  the  last;  and  that  being  the 
one  necessary  to  accomplish  all  the  rest,  the 
President  turned  him  adrift,  because  he  would 
Bot  obey  his  representative,  Calhoun,  instead 
of  the  writtf-n  instructions  under  his  own  hand. 
Although  Governor  Walker  deserves  credit  for 
this  defiance,  the^e  are  others  who  deserve 
credit  for  helping  im  to  the  resolution. 
Two  thousau'^    nilitia  of  Kansas  were  em- 


bodied and  in  arms,  and  bad  determined  not  to 
allow  their  State   to   be  made  the  victim  of 
Southern   interest  or  ambition.     These   men 
would   have  set  up  their  own  free-State  Consti- 
tution, voted  by  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
against  the  Lecompton  slave  Constitution,  the 
spawn  of  the  vilest  prostitution  of  popular  rights. 
They  had  only  postponed  taking  preliminary 
steps  under  their  free  Constitution,  as  Govern- 
or Walker  tells  the  President,  under  the  assur- 
ances he  had  given  that  they  should  have  a 
fair  vote  to  decide  the  fate  of  that  to  be  pre- 
pared by  their  pro-slavery  adversaries.     The 
Governor  goes  on  to  say,  in  his  letter  to  the 
President,  "  their  Legislature  would  certainly 
have  passed  a  complete  code  of  laws,  and  could 
have  put  them  in  practical  operation  by  the 
popular  will  in  a  large  majority  of  the  counties 
of  the  Territory,  and  they  will  do  the  same 
thing  next  fall,  if  the  Constitution  is  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  people.     This  of  course  ia  all 
wrong;  but  it  would  have  been  done,  and  would 
have  united  all  the  free-State  Democrats  with 
the  Republicans,  and  rendered  a  bloody  col- 
lision and  a  tedious  and  sanguinary  civil  war 
inevitable,   requiring    the    active   services   of 
troops  in  a  large  majority  of  our  counties  cer- 
tain."    And  it  was  this   certainty  that  they 
would  do  the  same  thing  next  fall,  if  not  treated 
fairly,  which  induced  Governor  Walker  to  close 
his  letter  to  the  President  by  this  impressive 
warning :  "  It  will  never  do  to  send  General 
Harney  to  Utah  until  the  difficulties  in  Kansas 
are  sattled.     He  is  a  terror  to  the  Black  Re- 
publicans, and  just  the  man  for  the  occasion." 
This  shows  why,  under  pretence  of  flying  to 
Utah,  there  was  such  hot  haste  to  assemble  the 
troops  to  be  in  June  at  Leavenworth,  to  cover 
Calhoun's  election  of  a  pro-slavery  Convention ; 
why  such  timely  notice  was  given  that  they 
should  be  detained  there  to  help  the  Adminis- 
tration in  electing  the  Territorial   Legislature 
by  being  "  a  terror  to  the  Black  Republican  " 
voters,  and  afterwards  the  shield  to  protect  the 
unhallowed  attempt  to  make  them  swallow  the 
Lecompton  programme  in  the  fall.     The  Pres- 
ident in  his  private  letter  of  July  12,  1857,  ex- 
torted by  the  Covode  Committee  from  Walker, 
answers  thus : 

"  General  Harney  has  been  selected  to  command  the  es- 
podition  to  Utah,  but  wo  must  coiUinue  to  leave  him  with 
you," 

[This  is  as  it  was  taken  down  from  Walker's 

reading  to  the  Committee.     The  National  In- 

telUgencer,  which    probably   obtained  a  copy 

from  Walker  himself,  has  it,  "  Contrive  to  have 

him  with  yow."] 

"  Lit  least  until  j-ou  are  out  of  tho  wnods.  Kansas  is  vastly 
more  important,  at  the  present  moment,  than  Utah.  Tho 
pressure  continues  upon  rac  with'nit  intermission.  I  pray 
that  Divine  I'rovidence,  in  which  I  place  mv  trust,  may 
graciously  preserve  my  lilo  auU  health  until  the  end  of  my 
term  ;  but  God's  holy  will  l>e  done  In  any  event. 

"  With  every  Rentiinent  of  esteem,  I  j-eniain  always  sin- 
cerely your  friend,  JAMES  BUCHANAN." 

This   prayer,  altogether   for   himself,  when 
poor  Walker  was  not  "  out  of  the  woods,"  but 


jn  the  midst  of  its  dangers,  looks  rath  or  selfish 
m  the  man  who  put  him  there.  But  the  great- 
est sinner  has  the  greatest  necl  of  praj-ers,  and 
the  man  needed  them  most  who  had  meditated 
and  matured  a  policy  to  overthrow  the  principle 
on  which  American  liberty  is  founded,  a  pol- 
icy which  the  friend  he  had  placed  in  the  post 
of  danger  declared  was  leading  to  "a  disastrous 
revolutionand  civil  tcar,which  would  undoubted- 
ly have  txiaidcd  to  the  bordering  Slates  of  loiva 
and  Missouri,  ayid  iohich  I  think  would  have 
extended  throughout  the  Union.'''  The  bloody 
collision  between  the  troops  and  the  peojile 
embodied  to  defeat  the  frauds  which  had  put 
down  their  right  of  suffrage,  and  put  up  a 
false  Legislature,  was  arrested  by  Governor 
Walker ;  and  President  Buchanan  was  obliged 
to  bring  his  Lecomptou  bantling,  disavowed  by 
four-filths  of  the  voters  at  the  polls,  and  hooted 
by  the  local  Legislature,  into  Congress  for 
adoption.  Its  late  in  Congress  is  well  known. 
All  the  Administration  could  do,  by  corruption 
and  by  party  drill  over  its  organized  majority 
in  both  branches,  could  not  avail.  It  was  re- 
jected for  bastardy  by  a  portion  of  the  Demo- 
crats and  by  all  the  Hepublicans  in  Congress. 

Then  the  Administration  produced  the  Eng- 
lish bill  to  keep  Kansas  out  of  the  Union,  and 
out  of  the  Presidential  election,  the  old  public 
functionary  believing  that  his  last  chance  for 
re-election  would  be  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, through  division  of  the  electoral  vote,  and 
there  Kansas,  if  admitted,  would  count  as  much 
against  him  as  the  Empire  State.  The  Le- 
comptou Constitution  had  been  lost  by  twenty- 
four  Democrats  uniting  with  the  Republicans 
in  the  vote  against  it.  The  recovery  of  more 
than  half  these  Administration  recusants  was 
necessary  to  cover  the  President's  retreat  into 
this  English  bulwark  against  Kansas.  The 
English  bill  was  the  measure  through  which 
the  President  hoped  to  escape  the  odium  in  the 
South  of  introducing  Kansas  as  a  free  State  du- 
ring his  first  term,  a  thing  likely  to  extinguish 
the  support  he  knew  to  be  essential  to  bring 
liim  forward  for  a  second.  He  therefore,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  testimony  before  the 
Covode  Committee,  exerted  his  influence 
through  corrupt  agents  to  operate  on  the  mem- 
bers of  his  party  who  deserted  him  on  the  Le- 
compton  bill,  to  bring  them  back  on  the  Eng- 
lish bill. 

In  passing  the  English  bill,  he  found  an 
agent,  in  Cornelius  Wendell,  more  sagacious 
and  effective  and  not  more  scrupulous  than  he 
had  found  in  General  Calhoun,  the  President 
of  the  Convention  charged  with  the  Locomptou 
measure. 

Wendell's  management,  as  exhibited  by  him- 
self on  oath  before  the  Covode  Committee,  de- 
serves to  b(;  studied  by  the  country.  It  passes 
before  the  eye  in  a  sort  of  camera  obscura,  the 
operation  of  the  Executive  machinery  on  Con- 
gress under  high  pressure,  and  directed  by  a 
skilful  engineer.  The  morals  of  the  Admiuis- 
tratiou  as  well  as  its  politics,  as  presented  in 


those  bphind-the-curtam  sceue.^,  will  be  fonnd 
full  of  admonition.  Wendell  was  a  printer,  and 
seems  to  have  studied  his  profession  as  a  black 
art,  rather  than  one  to  spread  light.  He  was 
indoctrinated  in  fraud  by  the  Democracy  of  the 
lower  Empire,  which  he  introduced  at  Wash- 
ington, on  a  larger  scale  than  ever  known  be- 
fore, as  the  system  of  log-rolling  and  bribery  ia 
Congress.  With  unabashed  frankness,  and  some- 
thing of  pride  of  achievement,  he  describes  hia 
mode  of  managing  Congress;  observing  a 
delicacy  in  regard  to  the  exposure  of  individ- 
uals whom  he  seduced,  that  wears  an  air  of  gal- 
lantry. 

He  was  liberal,  too.     His  bank  accounts, 
examined  by  the  Committee,  show  a  vast  ex- 
penditure.    They  coul.i  not  ascertain  how  it 
was  applied,  because,  as  Wendell  deposed,  h© 
had  "  entered  them  on  his  book  intentionally 
in  such  a  way  that  he  was  not  able  to  explain 
them."     He  adds :  "  I  disguised  them  as  much 
as  I  could,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  parties, 
but  as  to  the  entire  facts.     I  have  a  distinct 
impression  that  the  money  I  paid  for  services 
rendered  in  the  passage  of  that  bill  (the  Eng- 
lish bill)  exceed  thirty  thousand  dollabs." 
The  chairman   interrupted   him.     (See   page 
215.)     Question:    "I   believe  you  stated,  in 
your  former  testimony,  that,  during  the  pend- 
ency of  the  Lecompton  or  English  bill,  you 
had  very  frequent  conversations  with  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
that  they  did  not  give  you  any  express  or  pos- 
itive directions  relative  to  the  using  of  money 
to  carry  the  bill ;  was  not  the  impression  made 
on  your  mind,  in  those  interviews,  from  all  that 
took  place  between  you  and  them,  that,  if  yoa 
did  use  your  money,  you  would  be  cared  for 
and   reimbursed   in    Government   patronage? 
Was  not  that  impression  made  on  your  mind 
from  all  the  interviews  between  the  President, 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  yourself?  "     An- 
swer :  "  Yes,  sir.     The  general  idea  left  on  my 
mind  was,  that  if  I  exerted  myself  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  that  bill,  I  would  be  properly 
considered  thenceforward  during  the  term  of 
the  Administration." 

Mr.  Wendell,  in  subjecting  the  members 
fixed  on  to  the  views  of  the  Administration,  did 
not  offer  direct  bribes  to  them  himself.  He 
selected  influential  agents  in  their  own  States 
to  operate  on  them.  In  Ohio,  where  there 
were  several  whose  defection  on  the  Lecomp- 
ton fraud  was  to  be  cured  by  corruption,  a  Mr. 
Bean,  an  editor  of  influence  in  some  of  their 
districts,  was  selected.  Wendell  took  him  in 
hand,  and  Bean's  testimony  thus  shows  the 
result : 

"  Question.  What  conversation  had  you  with  Mr.  Wendell 
at  the  time  he  proposed  to  give  you  $20,000  ? 

"  Answer.  Thai  grew  out  of  my  gassing  with  Reynolds, 
my  jukiug  and  pl;iguiug  liim  ;  ho  proposed,  if  I  would  tako 
tlic  contract,  to  give  me  $20,000.  Here  is  a  meraorandiim 
which  he  made  and  handed  to  mo  when  he  left  mo,  or  du- 
ring the  first  conversation,  I  do  not  now  remember  which  it 
WMi'.  In  place  of  telling  it,  ho  wrote  it  down,  while  I  was 
looiiiug  on.  Says  he  :  '  Hero  is  what  I  will  do,'  and  tiiea 
wrote  this  :  '  $5d ,  $5-o0 ,  $5-60 ,  $5-90 .' 

"  The  undcrstaudiiig  was,  that  this  was  $5,000  apiece,    I 
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salJ,  •  1  would  rather  take  the  $5,000  down,  and  not  Uke 
the  contract.' 

''  By  Mr.  Ous :  ,     ,  . 

<•  Question.  Was  this  $5,000  apiece  for  four  men ? 
"  Answer  I  forget  the  number  of  men  who  were  needed 
to  pass  the  bill,  or  raise  the  coiumittoo,  whichever  it  was." 
Bean  swears  he  appropriated  the  $5,000  to 
hia  own  uae,  but  it  turned  out  that  the  mem- 
bers to  be  converted  were  converted.  He  say.s, 
on  further  examination,  in  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, "Did  you  know  any  other  parties  who 
were  engaged  here  as  outsiders  in  helping  to 
get  the'^Lecorapton  bill  passed?"  Answer: 
"There  were  plenty  of  them."  He  m.Mitious, 
among  those  "  who  urged  members  to  vote  for 
that  bill,"  Colonel  Medary,  Mr.  Johnson.  <  Mudi- 
date  for  Marshal,  old  Colonel  Sawyt-r,  J.  K. 
Miller,  Judge  Kennon,  A.  J.  Dickenson.  uLo 
candidate  for  United  States  Marshal.  These 
men  were  not  Beau's  uor  Wendell's  men.  They 
•were  marshalled  by  the  Administration— one 
being  made  a  Governor,  and  others  receiving 
ita  patronage  in  other  shapes.  Mr.  Wendell's 
men,  engaged  in  the  same  business,  were  in- 
fluential persons  connected  with  the  press,  and 
having  access  to  the  members  as  reporters 
around  the  purlieus  of  the  Capitol.  To  a  Mr. 
Walker,  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Ex- 
press, he  gave  $2,500  ;  to  a  Mr.  Hay  he  gave 
in  notes  some  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  He 
was  intimate  and  iniluential  with  the  members 
both  from  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York. 

Mr.  Olin  asks  Mr.  Wendell:  "Was  it  not 
talked  over  and  canvassed,  who  was  most  likely 
to  be  influenced?"  Mr.  Wendell  replies: 
"Yes,  sir;  I  presume  it  was."  Question: 
"  Then  the  money  was  designed  for  these  pe- 
culiar subjects?  "  Answer:  "  Very  probably 
it  was."  Question  :  "  It  strikes  me  that  money 
would  hardly  have  been  paid  without  some 
definite  object  or  purpose  to  be  accomplished 
with  the  money  ?  "  Answer  :  "  The  object  was 
accomplished,  and  the  money  was  paid." 
There  are  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  pages 
of  testimony  obtained  by  Coyode,  and  all  point 
to  the  conclusion  thus  laconically  given  by 
Mr»  Wendell  in  a  single  line. 

The  enormous  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
Mr.  Buchanan's  Printer  to  the  Executive  De- 
partments is  a  matter  of  wonder,  compared  with 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  time.  Mr.  Wendell,  the  pur- 
chaser, and  at  one  time  sole  owner,  of  the 
official  organ,  and  its  paymaster  even  after  he 
had  disposed  of  it,  upon  an  understanding  that 
ho  was  to  receive  the  Executive  patronage  as 
ihfl^price  for  his  paper  and  contrij^ution  to  its 
.support,  received,  as  s^own  by  his  bank  ac- 
«  ount  alone,  $929,000.  '  In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion. "How  large  were  your  profits'  on  that 
work^"  (printing  for  the  Government.)  An- 
swer r  "  I  think  I  made  over  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  one  year."  Question  :  "  Did  you 
:iot,  for  political  purposes,  within  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  use  a  much  larger  amount  of 
money  than  you  used  on  previous  occasions — 
some  hundred  thousand  dollars  ?  "  .  Answer : 


"  My  impression  is,  that  it  was  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  or  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Alexander,  a  Democrat,  and  a  printer 
for  eight  or  ten  years  employed  in  the  Execu- 
tive printing,  in  his  testimony  before  Covode'a 
Committee,  shows  that  now-a-days  the  public 
functionaries  can  make  the  amount  of  printing 
almost  what  they  please.  The  enormous  ag- 
gregate, the  growth  of  the  present  Presidential 
term,  sustains  Mr.  Alexander's  statement,  made 
on  oath  ;  and  this  fact  makes  a  comparison  of 
the  expenditure  under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  (the 
last  really  Democratic  Administration)  with 
ihat  of  Mr.  Buchanan's,  (which  it  may  be  hoped 
i.-i  tlie  last  of  the  spurious  ones,  assuming  and 
abusing  the  Democratic  name,)  a  most  impor- 
tant means  in  discriminating  the  true  from  the 
counterfeit  Democracy.  Eeooomy  is  the  great 
test  of  honesty  in  Government,  and  honesty  is 
the  main  ingredient  in  Democracy  rightly  un- 
derstood. It  is  a  mere  trusteeship,  managing 
the  concerns  of  the  people  according  to  their 
will.  Now,  the  Government  printing,  which 
the  President  and  his  partisans  in  Congress, 
when  controlling,  may  employ  to  enlighten  the 
public  by  honest  oificial  intelligence,  may  be 
used  to  corrupt  the  press,  the  organ  of  public 
opinion,  by  jobs  and  largesses.  The  testimony 
before  the  Committee  proves  that  Mr  Buchanan 
used  it  not  only  for  this  purpose,  but  also  to 
assist  his  political  intrigues,  by  applying  funds 
obtained  through  contracts  filching  money 
from  the  Treasury  by  false  constructions  of  the 
law,  to  keep  up  a  third  party  organization  to 
defeat  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  people  by 
distracting  their  votes.  A  look  back  on  such 
developments,  in  Covode's  report,  gives  great 
significance  to  the  contrast  in  the  amount 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  fo?  printing  in  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  term  and  that  in  Mr.  Buchanan's; 
especially  as  there  never  was  an  imputation  of 
fraud  attached  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  it  has 
been  proved  on  Mr.  Buchanan. 

The  printing  of  Congress,  including  paper, 
during  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  Ad- 
ministration, amounted  to  $506,284.96,  which 
is  made  up  as  follows : 

Twenty  fifth  Congress. 

Penatc,  (Blair  &  Rives) $S8,5S8.19 

House,  (Thomas  Allen) i;31,017.10 

Aggl-OgatO 319,605.35 

Twenty-sixth  Congress. 

Senate,  (Blair  &  Rives) $76,601.52 

House,  (Biair  At  Kives) lll,078.0d 

Aggregate 187,679.61 

The  printing  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Congress,  in- 
cluding paper,  the  first  two  years  of  Mr.  Buchan- 
an's Administration,  amounts  to  $669,713.07, 
which  is  32  per  cent,  more  than  it  amounted  to 
during  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  Ad- 
ministration. 

If  the  printing  of  this  (the  Thirty-sixth)  Con- 
gress shall  amount  to  as  much  as  the  Thirty- 
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fift\i  Confrress— and  from  present  appearances 
it  will  amount  to  at  least  as  much — then  the 
printing  of  Congress  during  tlie  four  years  of 
Mr.  Buchanan's  Administration  will  amount  to 
$;l..1oG,42G. 14— which  is  doubh^,  and  G4  per 
cent,  over,  approaching  triple,  what  it  amounted 
to  during  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Van  Bureu's 
Administration. 

The  amotint  paid  by  the  Government  for 
printing  blanks,  including  paper,  for  the  Post 
Ollice  Department,  during  the  four  years  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  Administration,  is  SI 24,890.90, 
as  appears  from  the  Official  Register  of  Iti'.'A) 
and  lb41,  showing  au  average  expenditure  of 
$31,224.09  a  year. 

The  amount  puid  by  the  Government  for  print- 
ing blanks,  including  paper,  for  the  Post  Utiice 
Department,  to  be  sent  to  postmasters,  during 
the  two  first  years  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  Admin- 
ititi-ation,  as  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
OlTiitt,  of  the  Sixth  Auditor's  otlice,  and  Mr. 
Heart,  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  is 
$146,475. G7,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  $7o,V37.83 
a  year,  which  is  double  as  much,  and  84  per 
cent,  more  than  was  paid  a  year  during  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  Administration. 

The  $;51,224.9y  a  year  expended  under  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  Administration  includes  the 
amount  paid  for  printing  blanks  used  in  the 
General  Post  Office  Department,  as  well  as 
those  sent  out  to  postmasters,  to  be  used  by 
them.  The  $73,237.83  expended  by  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan's Administration  a  year  does  not  in- 
clude the  blanks  used  in  the  General  Post 
OlHce,  but  only  those  sent  to  postmasters.  We 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount 
paid  for  blanks  used  in  the  General  Post 
Ollice,  nor  in  any  of  the  other  Executive  De- 
partments of  the  Government,  during  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan's Administration. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Alexander  (for  nine 
or  ten  years  a  contractor  for  printing  under 
the  Departments)  explains  how  this  extraordi- 
nary increase  has  grown  up  under  a  profligate 
Administration.  Mr.  Alexander  replies  to  a 
question,  "  What  is  the  probable  amount  of 
printing?"  Answer:  "They  can  make  it 
almost  any  amount  they  please;  it  depends 
entirely  upon  the  Department.  They  can  cut 
out  au  order  at  any  time  the)'  think  proper, 
and  say  that  the  exigencies  of  the  Department 
or  the  good  of  the  public  interest  requires  that 
certain  binding  or  prmting  should  be  done, 
and  it  is  ordered  to  be  done." 

The  question  was,  "  whether  you  know  what 
the  printing  and  binding  of  the  different  De- 
partments have  amounted  to  a  year,  during  Mr. 
Buchanan's  Administration?"  Answer:  "I 
cannot  say  that  I  have  examined,  critically,  to 
ascertain  the  amount ;  but  I  should  think 
the  binding,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
•would  amount  to  $100,000  any  how.  I 
speak  of  all  the  Departments."  Question : 
"  Is  the  printing  as  large  an  item  as  the  bind- 
ing?" Answer:  "  0  I  the  printing  is  a  much 
larger  item."    To  another  questiou  he  repUeij : 


"  The  printmg  is  a  much  larger  item  than  the 
binding,  and  the  Departments  can  make  it 
almost  as  profitable  as  they  please." 

Congress,  to  prevent  the  growth  of  this  great 
abuse,  exacted  that  the  Executive  Departments 
should  contract  for  the  binding  only  with  prac- 
tical bookbinders ;  but  this  was  disregarded  by 
the  Departments.  A  leading  and  very  honest 
bookbinder  appealed  to  the  President.  He 
pretended  to  refer  it  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General.  The  bookbinder  followed  it. 
Tlie  Attorney  General  said  the  President  had 
not  referred  it.  On  examining  the  papers,  they 
were  endorsed  by  the  President,  referred  to  the 
Attorney  General,  bid  not  for  his  opinion.  The ' 
bookbinder  told  this  to  the  President;  he  ex- 
pressed surprise  ;  told  him  to  go  to  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  tell  him  to  give  you  his  opin- 
ion in  reference  to  the  law.  Tell  him  I  say 
so.  The  Attorney  responds  to  the  suitor: 
"  You  know,  Mr.  Pettibone,  I  cannot  give  you 
the  opinion  unless  the  request  is  made  in 
writing  ; "  but,  ho  added,  *'  I  will  see  the  Presi- 
dent to  day,  and  will  ask  him  about  it."  The 
honest  mechanic  calls  again  on  the  Attorney 
General,  Judge  Black.  "  He  had  seen  the 
President,  and  he  declined  interfering."  Mr. 
Pettibone  again  approaches  the  President,  and 
said  :  "  Mr.  President,  did  I  understand  you 
aright?  You  assured  me  I  should  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  upon  a  cer- 
tain law  ;  now  Judge  Black  informs  me  that 
you  decline  allowing  him  to  give  au  opinion." 
The  President  replies :  "  He  informed  you  cor- 
rectly ;  I  do  decline." 

Thus  our  high  dignitaries,  sworn  to  admin- 
ister the  law,  violate  it  so  grossly  that  they 
dare  not  put  on  paper  a  pretext  for  their  con- 
duct. They  are  too  high  for  the  law,  yet  stoop 
to  mean  double-dealing,  to  evade  the  just  claim 
of  an  honest  citizen,  and,  to  escape  responsi- 
bility, refuse  to  give  an  official  form  to  the 
transaction.  The  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  went  to  Wendell's  corruption 
tund  of  millions.  According  to  law,  it  ought  to 
have  gone  to  practical  mechanics  of  the  book- 
Ijinding  craft,  some  of  whom  offered  to  do  it 
tor  one-third  of  the  price  given  to  Wendell, 
and  were  recommended  for  it  by  an  honesty 
and  responsibility  vouched  for  before  the  Com- 
mittee by  some  of  the  most  respectable  men  of 
the  city.  From  this  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
mode  of  supply  was  in  keeping  with  the  motives 
that  guided  the  application  of  public  money. 

But  Mr.  Wendell's  was  open  and  round 
dealing,  on  his  prinaples,  with  members  of 
Congress,  and  decent  and  polite,  too.  That 
of  the  Administration  was  full  of  duplicity  and 
cunning,  overbearing  and  unjust,  then  truck- 
ling and  yielding  and  corrupt  throughout. 
All  this  is  displayed  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Cox, 
of  Ohio,  casually  brought  to  light  by  the  Co- 
vode  Committee  in  looking  into  the  man- 
agement of  the  English  bill.  Mr.  Cos  was 
among  the  first  in  the  House  to  break  ground 
against  the  Lccompton  Constitution.  The  wrath 
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of  the  Executive  at  oncp  maiio,  him  an  example 
of  its  vengeance.     Mr.  Mill(^r,  of  Columbus,  his 
special  friend,  had  received  the  lucrative  post 
office  of  the  city,  to  reward  him  and  his  friend 
Cox  for   zealous   service  in  that   hard-fought 
district,  ousting  its  Republican  Representative 
from  Congress.  The  refusal  of  Cox  to  sanction 
the  Lecompton  frauds  was  instantly  followed 
by  the  dismission  of  his  friend  Miller  from  the 
post  office,  the  place  that  marked   him    with 
Administration  confidence,  and  made  him  its 
leader  at  the  capital  of  the  State.     And  what 
■    made  it  worse,  Medary,  who  was  uijfriendly  to 
both  Cox  and  Miller,  was  made  Postmaster. 
This  fixed  Cox  as  a  Douglas  partisan  and  de- 
fier   of   the   Administration.      But   when   the 
English  bill  was  put  forward  to  exclude  Kan- 
sas, it  was  found  that  Cox's  vote  was  necessary 
to  carry  it.     General  "Wilson,  a  Democrat,  and 
son-in-law  to  Medary,  of  the  Ohio   Statesman, 
was  solicited,  by  the  then  Postmaster  General 
Brown,  to  see  Cox  to  get  his  vote.     The  wit- 
ness, Wilson,  says  : 

"  Governor  Brown  wif  bod  me  to  call  upon  the  Tnomber  of 
Congress  from  my  district,  Mr.  Cox,  and  say  to  liim  that  he 
would  bo  very  glad  if  he  would  vote  lor  the  I'jiglish  bill. 
He  told  me  to  press  it  upon  bun,  and  desired  me  to 
say  further  to  him,  that  if  bo  would  vote  for  the  English  bill, 
he  would  be  received  iuto  high  favor  with  the  Post  Ottice 
Department,  and  bygones  would  be  bygones. 

"  Question.  Proceed,  if  you  please  ;  what  else  occurred? 

"  Answer.  I  called  upon  Mr.  Cox,  and  told  him  what  had 
been  said  by  the  Postmaster  General. 

"  Question.  What  was  his  reply  to  it? 

"  Answer.  Mr.  Cox  said  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind 
upon  the  subject,  but  be  would  make  up  bis  mmd.  and  no 
doubt  it  would  be  all  right.  That  was  all  he  said.  I  got  no 
Batisfaction  from  Mr.  Cox.  Mr.  Cos  and  myself  were  not  on 
the  best  terms,  growing  out  of  tlie  removal  of  Mr.  Cox's 
friend,  Mr.  Miller,  from  ihe  post  oflice,  and  the  putting  in  of 
my  father  in-law,  (Colonel  Medary.') 

How  cunning  in  that  celebrated  intriguer, 
Postmaster  General  Brown,  (Aaron  Vicarious, 
as  Beaton  called  him,)  to  send,  as  the  peace- 
maker, the  son-in-law  of  the  man  put  in  the 
post  office,  (the  Headsman  of  the  Slaiesvian,) 
for  the  express  purpose  of  iirnaing  him  to  de- 
stroy Cox  in  his  district !  But  this  was  not  all. 
Medary  was  himself  called  to  Washington,  to 
brandish  his  battle-axe  iu  the  eyes  of  poor  Cox. 
He  had  returned  from  his  Governorship  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  had  been  employed  in 
making  a  Legislature  on  the  pattern  of  the  Le- 
compton Convention,  and  returning  two  false 
Senators  to  Congress.  He  had  sold  out  the 
Statesman  on  taking  the  Minnesota  Governor- 
ship, but  being  called  to  Washington  to  scare 
Cox,  and  being  appointed  Postmaster  at  Co- 
lumbus, he  resolved  to  buy,  or  make  a  feint 
of  buying  back,  that  party  engine  of  torture. 
The  Committee  interrogated  him  about  this, 
and  he  answered : 

"  There  was  a  strong  application  raadc  to  me  buy  out  the 
Ohio  Stcde^man  again.  Duriug  tlie  peudcucy  of  the  matter, 
(English  bill,)  I  wenthome,  and  made  inquiry  to  sec  whether 
J  could  buy  it  or  not ;  but  I  could  not.  But  that  had  nothing 
to  do  with  influencing  members  nf  0)ngress,  but  to  e.xcon- 
ate  those  we  did  not  ihuik  inclined  to  keep  in  the  ranks." 

In  answer  to  another  interrogatory  about  this 
preparation  to  start  papers  in  Ohio  for  the  Ad- 
ministratiou,  against  therecreaut  members,  he 
adds: 


I  "  It  is  probable  that  a  prrcat  deal  of  thestoiicg  jrolng  aboal 
grew  out  of  ibis  matter,  (his  buying  the  Stalesinan,)  or 
sometliiug  of  Ihe  kind;  but  it  bad  notliing  to  do  with  buying 
members  of  Congress,  but  was  meant  to  excoriate  some  of 
them.  I  did  not  want  to  buy  them,  hut  I  wanted  '  to  put 
them  through,'  as  the  saying  is."  " 

Cox  was  still  in  doubt,  when  Medary  left  to 
get  ready  his  machine  to  "put  him  through," 
as  well  as  the  rest  of  his  Ohio  confreres.  Cox 
held  out  to  the  very  eve  of  the  vote.  He  con- 
sulted his  friends,  who  called  a  meeting  of 
the  Douglas  leaders.  One  of  them,  a  witness 
before  the  Committee,  (a  Mr.  Geiger,)  after 
stating  that  Cox  had  written  to  them  a  letter  of 
two  sheets  against  the  bill,  adds,  "  he  desired 
to  ascertain  whether,  if  he  breasted  the  cur- 
rent, we  would  stand  by  him.  We  consulted  a 
long  while  about  the  matter,  but  finally  tele- 
graphed to  Mr.  Cox  to  vote  against  the  Eng- 
lish bill,  and  go  no  further  than  to  lake  Mr. 
Quitman's  amendment.  That  telegraphic  dis- 
patch was  signed  by  the  whole  of  us,  Mr.  Cox 
telegraphed  in  reply,  that  night,  'I  breathe 
easier — Douglas  will  break  ground  against  it 
to-morrow  ;  break  ground,  or  come  out  against 
it  rough  shod,  or  something  of  that  kind.'  " 
Well,  the  morrow  came,  and  Mr.  Cox  voted  for 
the  English  bill. 

The  mystery  is  unravelled  by  the  testimony 
taken  before  the  Committee.     Dickerson,  the 
candidate  for  Marshal,  went  to  Cox  while  he 
.  was  threatened  with  defeat  by  Medary  and  the 
Administration   power  in  his  district  on  one 
hand,    and    coaxed    by    Postmaster   General 
Brown  on  the  other.    And  Dickerson  (as  Bean 
swears)  "told  me  himself  that  he  helped   to 
m.inage  the  matter  with  Mr.  Cox ;  "  and  how, 
will  be  seen  from  results.      General   Geiger, 
one  of  the  leaders  whom  he  consulted  about 
his   course,  afterwards  upbraided  him  for  hia 
defiance  of  his  constituents'  instructions;  when, 
to  conciliate  him.  Cox  proposed  to  give  him  an 
appointment  to  go  to  New  Mexico,  to  adjust 
some  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  Government  claims  ; 
told  him  he  had  met  the  President  and  one  of 
his  Cabinet,  who  "  congratulated  him  on  hav- 
ing voted  in  that  way,"  (for  the  English  bill,) 
saying,  "they  thought  it  had  saved  the  country 
and  ptirty."     Then  Mr.  Buchanan  said  "  there 
were  probably  some  vacancies  iu  the  Literior 
Department,  and  if  he  had  any  friends,  there 
might  be  some  places  for  them."  After  this,  he 
proposed  the  commission  to  New  Mexico,  to 
settle  claims  amounting  to  two  hundred  ami 
fifty  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.     He 
replied,  '  I  would  look  rather  scaly  in   going 
back  home  after  taking  the  office  under  James 
Buchanan,  after  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
spoken  of  him,  publicly,  and  the  opinion  that  [ 
had  of  him.'    General  Geiger  adds,  '  I  told  Mr. 
Cox  I  was  very  much  obliged  to  him  for  his 
kindness  in  offering  me  the  place  ;  and  as  he 
had  been  so  courteous,  I  wanted  to  give  him  a 
little  advice,  that  whatever  patronage  he  had  to 
dispense,  he  should  hold  iu  his  own  fist  until 
after  the  election  in  the- fall,  and  uot  have 
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any  appointment  until  after  he  had  gone 
thrd  ugh  the  contest,  because  he  would  in  all 
probability  be  the  nominf^  of  the  party,  and  it 
would  weaken  his  standing  very  much.  J£e 
would  be  charged  -with  being  bnvgJit.''^ 

Mr.  Cox  acted  upon  the  suggestion  of  this 
sagacious  Democrat,  who  spumed  the  share 
oti'ered  him  in  the  spoils.  He  kept  the  re-ap- 
pointment of  his  friend  Miller  back,  until  after 
his  re-election  in  October.  Then,  the  whole 
arrangement  that  brought  Cox  over  to  the  bill, 
to  dei'raud  Kansas  of  her  place  in  the  Union, 
was  revealed.  Oregon,  with  a  little  more  than 
half  her  population,  was  made  a  State,  to  bring 
General  Lane  into  the  Senate ;  but  Kansas 
was  kept  out,  that  she  might  have  no  voice 
there  or  in  the  choice  of  President.  She  was 
compelled  to  receive  Medary  as  Governor,  he 
resigning  the  post  office  at  Columbus  to  Cox's 
friend.  Miller,  and  giving  his  consent  that  his 
enemy.  Miller,  with  whom  he  made  friends, 
might  buy  a  partnership  in  his  old  paper,  the 
iSlafcsmati,  have  his  good  will  in  it,  without 
■which  Miller  said  it  would  be  worthless  ;  and 
there  was  a  promise  that  six  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  patronage  should  follow  the  paper,  it 
being  "stipulated  that  it  should  give  an  ac- 
ceptable support  to  the  Administration."  This 
capitulation  was  in  writing,  and  signed  by 
Medary  and  Cox.  Miller  says,  in  his  testimony, 
trying  to  cover  up  this  bargain,  that  Medary 
threw  this  in  "after  we  had  settled  our  dilTi- 
culties,  and  shaken  hands  upon  it,  aud  felt 
pretty  good,"  &c.  The  Committee  could  not 
get  at  the  paper  signed  by  Cox  and  Medary, 
but  Mr.  Smith  says  the  promise  was  not  made 
good  about  the  six  thousand  dollars,  and  makes 
it  very  clear  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  with- 
held because  he,  the  partner  with  Miller,  and  the 
editor,  would  not  give  the  "  acceptable  support." 
It  seems,  from  testimony  beibre  the  Covode 
Committee,  that  the  President  was  extremely 
sensitive  to  attack  on  his  Kansas  policy  and 
Lecompton  frauds,  in  such  leading  papers  as 
the  Statesman,  in  Columbus,  and  Forney's 
Press,  in  Philadelphia.  Tiie  editor  of  the 
Statesman  refused  his  support  to  those  frauds, 
and  lost  the  $(i,000  bid;  Mr.  Forney  de- 
nounced these  frauds  in  his  paper,  and,  soon 
after,  the  Attorney  General,  (Black,)  through 
Mr.  Webster,  a  lawyer  of  standing  in  Philadel- 
phia, proposed  to  buy  off  Forney's  opposition. 
Webster,  a  strong  Administration  man,  had 
been  solicitous  to  have  Forney  in  favor  with 
the  Administration,  and  wrote  so  to  the  Presi- 
dent's intimate  friend.  Attorney  General  Black. 
On  this  hint.  Black  posts  off  ihis  note : 

"  i9fc«mirr  18, 1S57. 
"  My  Dear  Sir  :  Tlierc  is  no  definite  nor  indeliuitc  ar- 
raugcmciil  made  of  tlie  afTair  to  which  you  rctor.  W  you 
ilcsire  to  do  your  highly-valued  friend  a  great  service,  you 
should  come  here  immediately.  I  have  long  desired  to  see 
you.  Please  lo  come.  If  you  won't  come,  sav  .«o  by  tele- 
graph. Yours,  ever,  J.  S." BLACK." 

This  was  a  very  cunning  letter,  and  Web- 
ster came.  Webster  gives  this  account  of  the 
interview  to  the  Committee : 


"  I  camn  on  horo,  nnd  wo  Tiart  a  tonff  convprsntion  tipon 
tlio  Pubjecl.  He  slated  to  nio  that  it  wa.s  evident  thai  Col. 
Forney's  eoursi;  would  ultimately  land  him  with  ttio  Oppo- 
sitiun  unless  it  wa.s  st'i)ipcd,  and  ]ireilicted  th;it  his  boueH 
would  whiten  on  the  shore  of  Blaulf  Kepublicanism,  along 
with  the  bones  of  Wilmol.  IIo  was  very  desirous,  indeed, 
tlial  L'nl.  Forney  should  give  some  pledge  in  his  newspaper 
that  be  meant  to  remain  with  the  Democratie.  party.  Ho 
said  he  wanted  a  paragraph  no  larger  than  the  palm  of  my 
hand,  in  which  Col.  Forney  should  simply  say,  that  while 
this  question  had  arisen,  and  was  a  serious  one,  it  was  luio, 
nevertheless,  to  be  settled  within  the  Dimiocralic  organiza- 
tion ;  that  it  was  a  fair  subject  for  diflercnce,  but  not  for 
op])osition  ;  and  ho  would  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  upon  tliat  subjocl,  as  soon  ag  thai,  decisioa 
might  become  known.  I  asked  him,  '  What  then  V  '  Well, 
he  said,  ho  was  disposed  then  to  do  whatever  was  in  his 
jiower  in  aid  of  Col.  Forney's  paper.  I  asked,  what  about 
the  post  oflico  blanks?  He  said  that  Col.  Forney,  with  thig 
assurance,  could  have  the  priutiug  of  them.  This  contract 
was  valued  by  Col.  Forney's  friends  at  about  SSO,000.  I 
asked  Judge  Black  what  portion  of  the  printing  of  the  post 
ofhce  blanks  would  ho  given  to  liim.  Ho  said ,  the  whole 
of  it.  I  then  remarked,  '  WcU,  now,  are  you  able,  in  caso 
this  thing  is  accomplished,  to  fulfil  what  you  promise?  Will 
there  bo  no  disappointment  about  it?'  Ho  gave  nic  to 
understand  tliat  lie,  of  course,  would  not  hold  such  a  con- 
versation with  me,  without  it  was  in  his  power  to  fulfil  all 
he  did  jiromisc." 

The  witness  gives  this  as  the  result  of  the 

proposition : 

"  Col .  FornejMudignantly  refused  to  comply  with  Judga 
Black's  wishes,  and  w^as  very  emphatic  in  expressing  big 

refusal." 

This  was  the  second  attempt  of  the  President 
to  di.sarm  Forney,  whose  position  in  Philadel- 
phia he  feared.  Wendell  gives  the  facts  thus  to 
Covode's  Committee,  touching  the  President's 
first  elTort  to  relieve  himself  of  Forney's  ap- 
prehended opposition : 

"  Question.  Did  you  not  carry  a  large  sum  of  money,  for 
a  considerable  length  of  time,  to  give  to  Col.  Forney,  in  tho 
event  of  his  accepting  the  place  abroad?  If  so,  state  how 
much,  and  for  w-hat  length  of  time  you  carried  it. 

"  jViiswer.  I  carried  £10,000,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it 
to  him,  for  some  three  weeks — niueteou  days,  if  my  mem- 
ory serves  ine,  I  think  it  was. 

"  tjuestion.  By  whose  authority  or  instructions? 

"  Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  might  be  said  to  be  by  the  Presi- 
dent's. 

"  Mr.  Wi.vsr,ow.  Give  us  facts,  now. 

"  By  the  CrLMKjux  : 

"  IJuestion.  You  will  state  the  facts,  if  you  please. 

"Answer.  Tho  President  was  desirous  to  have  Mr. 
Forney  go  abroad,  and  tendered  him,  as  I  understood  from 
him,  either  the  Liverpool  consulate,  or  the  Berlin  or  Vienna 
mission,  one  of  the  two.  In  a  conversation  as  to  amount  of 
compensation  he  would  receive  if  he  wcut  abroad,  the  sug- 
gestion was  made  that  he  might  participate  in  the  public 
printing.  And,  after  several  conversations,  it  was  agreed, 
that  he  should  have  a  certain  amount  of  the  printing,  which 
shouM  make  Iiis  salary  equal  to  S'20,000  or  $25,000  per 
annum.  This  difference,  over  what  his  salary  would  be, 
was  to  be  paid  from  the  public  printing.  Mr.  Forney  de- 
cliued  at  first,  and,  among  other  reasons,  stated  his  inabil- 
ity, in  a  financial  jwiiit  of  view,  to  leave.  I  finally  agreed 
to  raise  $10,000  in  advance  for  him,  and  did  raise  it ;  aud, 
as  I  jrtated  before,  I  carried  the  money  for  nineteen  days, 
until  he  at  last  totally  refused  to  go." 

It  appears  that  Wendell  was  indeed  the 
purse  bearer  of  the  Presideut,  for,  in  answer  to 
another  question,  "  Were  you  authorized  to 
guaranty,  or  did  you  do  so  on  your  own  re- 
sponsibility, that  the  amount  of  his  pay  should 
be  $20,000  or  .^25,000  ?  "  he  answered,  "  I  was 
in  a  measure  authorized  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment to  pay  him  some  sura  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  printing." 

"CJne.siion.  Authorized  by  whom? 
"  Auswer.  By  tho  President." 

It  is  important  to  remark  the  consequence 
of  this  mode,  adoj^ted   by  the  President,  of 
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taking  monoy  from  the  procecrls  of  contracts, 
by  arran;jpinetit  with  contractors,  and  apply- 
ing' it  to  his  owu  private  purposes.  It  is  seen 
already,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Alexander, 
who  bad  been  printer  for  some  years  to  the 
Executive  Departinouts,  that  they  could  make 
the  printing  amount  to  what  they  pleased,  and 
that,  under  their  construction  of  the  law,  it 
yichied  50  per  cent,  net  profit ;  and  of  this 
|>roKt,  the  President  and  his  subalterns  took 
the  lion's  share.  In  an  instance  given  by 
Wendell,  he  being  the  manager,  the  profits,  at 
43  per  cent,  amounted  to  $15,165.26;  and  of 
tliis,  under  instructions,  he  gave  $0,707.28  to 
the  Penim/lvanian,  and  $5,400  to  the  Phil- 
adelphia An/us:  Here,  under  the  shadow  of  a 
contract  with  an  individual,  yielding  $15,000 
beyond  the  sum  for  which  the  work  was  exe- 
cuted, this  sum  was  literally  embezzled  for 
personal  uses  designated  by  the  President. 
When  the  President,  through  his  Secretaries, 
makes  contracts  without  letting  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  or,  where  so  let,  they  assume,  as  they 
often  do,  to  set  the  lowest  bid  aside,  and  give 
it  to  a  favorite  at  a  higher  bid,  they  can  make 
this  disposable  profit  what  they  please,  ascer- 
taining what  the  work  will  cost,  and  then  add- 
ing to  the  contract  such  an  extra  profit  as  will 
satisfy  the  contractor,  and  leave  the  requisite 
surplus  for  their  own  purposes.  But,  in  the 
case  of  the  post  office  blanks,  the  price  of 
printing  being  fixed  by  law,  (one  dollar  per 
one  thousand  sheets,)  fraud  was  connived 
at,  or  rather  perpetrated,  by  our  public  "  func- 
tionaries,'' old  and  young,  to  give  the  Ex- 
ecutive a  large  electioneering  fund.  There 
happens  to  be  no  composition  or  setting  up 
type  necessary  in  these  blanks,  a  few  inches  in 
size.  A  form  is  cast,  which  is  in  fact  but  one 
type,  and  is  always  kept  ready  by  the  printers 
of  these  blanks,  among  his  materials,  ready  to 
go  to  press.  Mr.  Hives,  being  sworn,  deposed 
before  the  Committee,  that  when  this  work  was 
done  by  him,  he  never  charged  for  composi- 
tion, because  there  was  none,  but  only  for 
press-work  and  paper.  But  the  present  Ad- 
ministration assumed  that,  everj'  time  blanks 
were  ordered  and  sheets  were  struck,  though  no 
types  were  actually  set  up,  it  must  be  presumed ; 
and  so  they  called  for  blanks  three  or  six  times 
a  day,  or  oftener,  j  ust  as  they  desired  to  augment 
the  surplus  fund  they  derived  from  the  con- 
tractor for  the  blanks.  Since  Mr.  King's  ex- 
posure of  the  fraud  through  the  Senate's  Com- 
mittee, the  abuse  has  been  abated,  and  the 
printing  of  the  post  ollice  blanks  is  now  done 
by  coutiact  at  a  deduction  of  1)4}  per  cent.,  or 
for  5^  cents  on  the  dollar  of  the  late  prices  for 
Executive  printing.  For  what  purposes  this 
easy-gotten  money  was  sometimes   disbursed, 


through  Mr.  Buchanan's  purse-bearer,  Wen- 
dell, will  be  seen  from  the  replies  of  Mr. 
Megargee  to  interrogatories  before  Mr.  King's 
Committee  : 

"  Qucstiou.  Did  yon  receive  any  money  for  poUtical  pur- 
poses in  Pennsylvania  or  Xew  Jersey  from  Mr.  WenduUi' 

"  Witness.  Am  I  really  compulled  lo  answer  such  ques- 
tions? 

"  Mr.  Kkx.vedy.  I  think  it  is  within  tlie  scope  of  the  in- 
quiry. 

•'  Tho  Committee  tlioiiglu  the  question  was  a  proper  one, 
and  that  it  slioiilil  be  aii.«i\vpred. 

"  Answer.  I  did,  sir,  receive  money,  at  various  times,  Tor 
political  purpo.ses. 

'•Question.  Were  those  moneys  expended  for  tho  promo- 
tion of  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party? 

"Answer.  Not  all  of  them,  t^ome  ol'  it  was  used  for  a 
third  party,  which  was  orj,'aiiiZ"d  to  divert  votes  from  what 
w.is  known  as  the  '  People's  i)arty  '  with  tis.  The '  People's 
party  '  was  in  opjiosilion  to  tlie  Democratic  party.  We  did 
not  know  there  the  i)arly  organi/.ed  as  tli'-  '  Kepulilieaa 
party.'  Tlie  opposition  to  the  Democratic  party  w:is  called 
'  the  reojile's  party  ; '  and  to  dive-rl  votes  from  that  party, 
the  third  party  was  organized.  Tho  object  was  to  divide 
the  '  renpl(.''s  parly.' 

"  Quesiiou.  Was  such  a  third  party  organized? 

"  Answer.  Yes,  .sir. 

"  Question.  Did  you  believe  that  was  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Democratic  party  ? 

"  Answer.  We  certainly  did,  or  wc  should  not  havcgivea 
them  lhl^  money. 

"  Question.  What  was  that  third  party  called  ? 

"Answer.  The  straight  American  parly;  the  'straight- 
outs.' 

"Question.  You  speak  both  of  PcnDsylvaaia  and  New 
Jersey  ? 

"  An.'swer.  Yes,  .=ir. 

"  Question.  And  of  those  Ptatos  only? 

"  Answer.  Ves,  sir  ;  of  those  only." 

*Here  we  see  Mr.  Buchanan  repeating  the 
game  played  in  making  him  Presideut. 
Money  was  used,  on  the  eve  of  the  Presiden- 
tial election,  to  keep  up  the  organization  of  the 
Fillmore  straight-out  Americans  in  Philadel- 
phia, to  prevent  them  from  nniting  their 
strength  with  the  party  of  freedom,  to  which 
they  were  drawn  by  principle.  Heartless 
leaders  were  hired  to  urge  the  party  discipline 
on  the  Americans,  to  defeat  their  v,  ishes,  tind 
make  that  man  President  whom  they  most  ab- 
horred. And  so  we  find  this  system  of  cor- 
ruption and  intrigue  strenuously  pursued 
under  Mr.  Buchanan  as  a  policy.  Mr.  King's 
report  from  the  Senate  Committee  thus  groups 
the  facts  given  in  proof  of  this  policy  : 

"  Besides  these  large  sums  paid  hy  the  printer  who  ese- 
eiilcd  the  iirintin?,  as  bonus  lor  tfic  contracts,  largo  sums 
were  paid  out  of  the  iinutiug  money  to  be  e.K|)endi'd  in  elec- 
tions to  inllueuc<'  tlieir  results.  Jfr.  Wendell  testiUes  that 
he  contributed,  directly  or  indirectly,  $100,000  during  tho 
four  years  ;  and  .Mr.  Wendell,  during  tho  lour  years  ending 
.March,  1S59,  executed  the  public  printing.  Ho  contribute^* 
for  dillercnt  Congressional  districts  in  I'ennsylvania,  fur  tho 
elections — in  Colonel  l^lorence's  district,  *'J,'J)0  ;  in  J.  Glan- 
cy  Jones's  district,  n^ljOOO, but  Jones  was  tlefeated  ;  in  Mill- 
w.ird's  district,  S-^OO.  He  also  contributed  in  White'.s,  Ri- 
ley's, and  I/iudy's  districts.  Mr.  Wendell  tesUlies  that  it 
was  known  to  tlie  Executive  Departments  that  be  was  a  con- 
tributing agent  ;  that  the  President  was  cognizant  of  Iho 
fact  that  he  was  siieiuling  money  liberally,  though  be  never 
mentioned  to  him  tho  ex.act  amount  in  any  particular  dis- 
trict. Ho  said  be  had  on  his  books  an  item  of .«!  .500  which 
he  contributed  in  New  York  ;  that  he  wentuii  the  river,  and 
contributed,  among  others,  in  Mr.  Nevins's  district ;  that  he 


*  Megargee  shows  how  the  Ameriean  vote  of  Pennsylvania  was  dissipated  lo  relieve  Buchanan  of  their  op- 
.  '  position  in  the  State  election  of  is.'jtj.  Laierty,a  member  of  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee,  and  friend 
of  Buchanan,  most  reluctantly  proves  that  more  than  i'>.6oo  forged  naturalizition  papers  were  used  to  carry  the  .'^^tate  in 
that  election  for  Bucluman.  H.s  plurahty  was  2,'200.  The  foreign  vote  ou  forged  papers  gave  him  the  State  vot«  and  the 
Presid.jiicy.  His  fri(.'nd ,  the  Collector  of  Philadelphia,  it  is  proved ,  .sent  olf  a  trunk  full  of  these  forgeries  for  use  in  tho  in- 
terior, and  others  were  scut  under  tho  frank  of  .Son.itor  Bigler.— 5'je  Covoik's  Neport,i>aacs  3'.)1  to  403. 
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slso  contributod  in  Now  Jersey,  and  pome  small  amounts  in 
Marj'laurt.  Ami  Mr.  Wcmlcil  tostilies  tliat,  witiiout  tills 
public  priiitiug,  h(;  would  not  have  been  able  to  make  the 
coutributions  be  did." 

While  this  plan  of  operations  was  in  procuress, 
pending  the  elections,  Wendell  wus  in  constant 
consultation  with  the  President,  the  latter  read- 
ino;  his  letters  from  the  several  districts  to  Wen- 
dell, and  Wendell  those  received  by  him.  This 
passage  in  Wendell's  testimony,  referring  to 
one  occasion,  displays  the  intimate  relations 
between  them  : 

"  Quest-ion.  Do  you  recollect,  on  the  occasion  of  your  go- 
ing to  see  (he  I'lesidcut,  whether  it  was  voluntary,  or  were 
yoii  Sent  lor? 

"  .Vnswer.  I  was  not  sent  for.  I  was  up  almost  daily, 
with  letters.  I  had  a  pretty  extensive  correspondence.  1 
would  read  to  bim  extracts  iroui  my  letters  and  what  news 
I  bad  from  ciiUjrent  parts  of  the  country  whore  elections 
were  abuut  coming  oil".  The  conversations  would  be  of  a 
friendly,  political  character. 

"  Question.  Vou  state  you  did  not  take  these  letters  in 
your  hands.  What  was  the  occasion  of  tbese  letters  being 
alluded  to,  and  the  contents  read  to  you  ? 

"  Aus\ver.  The  idea  was  to  show  what  the  i)ro.'!pects  were. 
They  were  letters  of  a  general  political  character,  as  I  iu- 
ferred  from  what  he  told  me  alter  looking  them  over.  He 
Lad  app;ireutly  read  tliem  all  over  before  I  came  into  the 
ruoni.  They  gave  au  idea  of  how  the  cause  was  progress- 
ing. 

"  Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether,  in  answer  or  reply 
to  any  of  these  letters,  you  did  send  oif  money  ? 

"  Answer.  If  my  memory  serves  me,  I  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia that  evening,  or  the  next  evening,  with  munitions. 
1  think  I  returned  that  evening.     I  liad  returned  home  the 
evening  before,  and  had  looked  after  my  business  during 
the  day,  and  went  back  the  same  evening  to  Philadelphia. 
I  was  backwards  and  forwards,  pretty  actively  engaged  iu 
preaching  the  good  doctrine. 
"  By  the  Cuajkm.vn  : 
"  Question.  By  '  munitions '  you  mean  money,  do  you  ? 
"  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

"  Question.  And  you  left  the  evening  of  the  conversation 
with  the  President  r 
"Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

"  By  Mr.  Wixslow  : 
"  Question.    Will  you  give  the  particulars  of  the  conver- 
sation ? 

'•  Answer.  It  was  general  talk  upon  the  subject  of  elec- 
tions and  our  prospects. 
'•  By  Mr.  Ulix  : 
"  Qe.estiou.  And  the  probabilities  of  carrying  the  district? 
"  Answer.  The  probabilities  of  carrying  the   disU'ict   in 
which  he  was  a  candidate.    And  from  the  conversation,  I 
made  up  my  mind  that  that  district  was  a  gone  case  ;  I 
put  it  down  among  the  hopeless  ca.'-es. 

"  Question.  On  your  return  to  Washington,  subsequently, 
did  you  see  the  President? 
"  Answer.  I  did,  sir. 

'•Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him 
upon  the  subject  of  the  election  in  Foster's  Congressional 
d.strict? 

'•  Answer.  I  did,  and  informed  him  what  my  views  were 
upon  the  subject.  I  recollect  having  a  conversation  of  that 
kind. 

'•  Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  upon 
the  subject  of  what,  if  any,  money  should  be  used  iu  that 
district  ? 

'■  Answer.  If  my  memory  serves  me,  I  did.  I  had  a  con- 
versation with  him  ;  and,  if  my  memory  servos  me,  I  told 
liiin  ihat  It  would  be  useless  to  do  anything  iu  that  district ; 
that  we  were  beaten  before  we  commenced  there. 

"Question.  D<j  you  recollect  whether,  on  the  occasion  of 
that  interview,  he  handed  you  any  letters  iu  reference  to 
the  condition  of  things  in  the  various  districts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ? 

"  Answer.  I  do,  sir ;  I  have  a  recollection  that  he  had 
several  letters,  but  I  could  not  say  positively  that  one  of 
them  was  from  that  district,  although  that  among  other  dis- 
tricts was  the  subject  of  conversation." 

Wendell  is  ruined  by  the  earnest  and  prodi- 
gal zeal  with  which  he  devoted  himself  and 
means  to  give  effect  to  Buchanan's  corrnpt  in- 
trigues.   Buchtiuau  will  retire  li:om  the  Presi- , 


dency,  like  Mr.  Polk,  a  much  richer  man  than 
became  into  it;  but  whether  he  will  go  into 
private  life  wilh  a  better  reputation  than  Mr. 
Wendell,  is  doubtful.  Their  crimes  again.st 
the  Government  were  alike.  The  President 
was  the  master,  and  an  accomplice  in  the 
sphere  assigned  to  Wenc^ell ;  btit  it  would  be 
derogatory  to  him  and  his  (Jabinet  to  suppose 
the  management  to  maintain  their  power  was 
confided  entirely  to  their  printer.  These  high 
officers  have  appeared  on  the  scene  themselves, 
and  shown  their  great  superiority  over  Wen- 
dell, their  most  active  and  unhesitating  instru- 
ment, in  all  the  venal  acts  calculated  to  banish 
probity  from  the  Government,  and  turn  the  pub- 
lic agents  into  dishonest  mercenaries.  Some 
signal  acts  of  this  sort  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretaries  have  been  branded  wilh 
the  censure  of  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
large  majorities — respectable  men  of  all  par- 
ties uniting  in  the  vote. 

One  of  the  acts  censured  by  reso'ution  of 
the  House  was  that  of  the  President  and  Sec- 
cretary  Toucey,  dividing  the  perquisites  of  the 
coal  agency  between  Hunter,  a  doctor  of  Read- 
ing, Getz,  an  editor  in  Reading,  and  Smith,  a 
man  engaged  in  the  omnibus  business,  Phila- 
delphia. Neither  of  these  men  even  professed 
to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  different  sorts  of 
coal,  and  neither  of  them  attended  to  the  pur- 
chase, the  measurement,  or  inspection,  of  the 
coal  purchased  for  the  United  States.  "  The 
whole  business  was  turned  over  to  Tyler, 
Stone,  &  Co.,  who  became  at  once  purchasers 
for  and  sellers  to  the  Government."  Hunter 
and  Smith  divided  between  them,  for  this  sine- 
cure, $7,442.92,  Getz  having  the  honesty  to  re- 
fuse to  share  in  wages  given  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  political  servicesi.  Besides,  the  Govern- 
ment was  cheated  in  the  price  of  the  coal,  and 
under  the  name  of  a  coal  agengy.  The  Com- 
mittee's report  says  : 

"In  additi(ja  to  this  direct  loss,  the  modo  of  purchaso 
.adopted  furnished  no  guaranty  against  fraud  in  the  quality 
or  tile  amount  of  coal,  which  when  delivered  ou  shipboard 
was  not  inspected  by  any  oflicer  of  the  Government.'' 

J.  Glancy  Jones,  our  Minister  to  Austria,  is 
reported  by  the  Committee  to  the  House  to  have 
had  a  hand  in  this  arraugetnent,  being  then  a 
member  of  Congress  from  the  district.  It  does 
not  appear  in  proof  that  he  took  a  share,  but 
from  the  interest  he  manifested  he  may  have 
taken  that  which  Getz  refused,  for  he  is  re- 
ported by  the  Committee,  on  making  another 
arrangement  for  some  of  his  constituents,  tn 
have  taken  some  of  the  money.  They  "  report 
that  Hon.  J.  Glancy  Jones,  while  a  member  of 
this  House,  entered  into  a  contract  with  the 
Reading  Forge  Company,  by  which  he  .agreed, 
to  procure  work  for  it  from  the  Government, 
in  consideration  of  which  he  was  to  receive 
five  per  cent,  commissiop,  and  that  he  did  re- 
ceive money  from  said  company  for  said  ser- 
vice," and  this  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
laws  cited  in  the  report.  "  The  clear  design  of 
these  laws  was  to  prevent  a  member  of  Congress 
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from  having  any  pecniiiary  interest  in  a  con- 
tract with  an}'  othcer  of  the  Government,  or  in 
uuy  cluim  aguin.st  the  Government." 

'Jlie  House  ot'Kepredentalives,  by  resolution 
passed  by  a  decisive  majority,  comprising 
members  of  all  parties,  next  censured  the  Ad- 
minisVratiou  for  violation  of  law  and  mischief 
to  the  public  service,  in  a  corrupt  transaction, 
of  whit.h  this  is  an  outline,  taken  from  the 
Commntee's  report: 

George  Plitt,  a  noted  familiar  partisan  and 
instrument  of  Buchanan,  entered  into  writ- 
ten agreement  with  one  Swift,  to  help  him  to 
obtain  live-oak  contracts  from  the  Govern 
ment  for  ten  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amounts  of 
the  contracts  made.  "  Pending  the  Presiden- 
tial election  of  185G,  Plitt  introduced  S»vifi  to 
Mr.  Buchanan,  and  sought  to  place  him  in  the 
very  best  position  he  possibly  could  with  the 
President.  Plitt  at  the  time  was  treasurer  of 
the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  as  sue];  received  irom  Swift 
the  .sum  of  $ltJ,000,  of  which  Swift  contributed 
$■10,000,  and  received  the  balance  of  his  im- 
mediate friends',  to  be  used  in  the  pending 
election.  Alter  the  election,  and  the  Cabinet 
ibrmed,  Plitt  introduced  Swilt  to  Toucey,  tell 
ing  the  Secretary  of  Swift's  advances,  and  that" 
(using  his  own  words,)  "such  gentlemen  ought 
to  be  patronized,  of  course;"  and,  in  fact,  nnd 
"  of  course,"  "  contracts  for  live  oak  were 
awarded  to  Swift  for  150,000  feet,  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  three  oi'  the  navy  yards.  An  outstanding 
contract  witlj  a  Mr.  Blanchard  was  cancelled, 
and  awarded  to  Swii'tiu  November,  1857.  The 
amount  of  these  contracts  is  $2.32,940,"  and  they 
were  eflected  under  circumstances  which  make 
it  probable  that  they  were  "a  foregone  conclu- 
•sion"  on  the  advance  of  the  ;?iG,000  to  Mr. 
Buchanan's  treasurer,  Plitt,  for  operating  in 
his  election,  of  which  Toucey,  too,  was  duly 
apprized  by  Plitt,  on  introducing  Swift  to  him. 
It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  Toucey  would  have 
been  guilty  of  the  violation  of  law  in  the  transac- 
tion, and  the  false  pretences  to  which  he  resorted 
to  cover  it,  unless  he  had  been  made  sensible 
that  the  President  had  come  under  positive 
obligations,  which  he  was  compelled  to  make 
fcuch  sacrifices  to  discharge. 

The  law  is,  that  '*  all  purchases,  &c.,  made 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  shall  be  made  either  by  open  pur- 
chase or  by  previously  advertising  for  propo- 
sals respecting  the  same,  &c.  Purchases  in 
open  market  cannot  be  resorted  to  except  in 
case  of  such  articles  as  are  wanted  for  use  so 
immediate  as  not  to  admit  of  contracts  by  ad- 
vertisement." 

To  get  round  these  imperative  provisions, 
and  enable  Swift  to  realize  on  his  advance  of 
Bixteen  tiiousaud  dollars  coulingentou  Buchan- 
an's electiun  large  profits  without  competition, 
the  following  plan  was  adopted  :  "  Prior  to  June, 
1858,  (says  the  Report,)  Swift  brought  to 
some  of  the  navy  yards  large  quantities  of  tim- 


ber, which  was  rejected — some  of  it  because 
the  size  was  below  that  prescribed  by  the  con- 
tract, and  some  for  its  inferior  quality.  By  rule 
of  the  Department,  at  most  of  the  navy  yards, 
timber  not  coming  within  the  contract  was  rC' 
quired  to  be  removed  before  that  which  bad 
been  accepted  would  be  paid  for."  The  tim- 
b-^r  Swift  wanted  to  get  rid  of  was  exempted 
from  the  rule,  and  his  first  effort  was  to  get  the 
Secretary  to  buy  it  upon  open  purchase,  but  he 
decided  he  could  not,  because  it  was  not  "  for 
immediate  use."  The  Secretary  then  ascer- 
taining, from  his  chief  clerk  of  his  bureau,  ''  the 
shortest  time  within  which  the  timber  could  be 
cut  and  transported  to  the  various  navy  yards, 
made  his  advertisement  for  such  short  time 
that  nobody  could  deliver  in  time  to  compete 
with  Swifc,  and  the  kind  of  timber  described 
was  such  as  Swift  had  in  the  yards.  The  lum- 
bermen saw  this  fraud  in  the  advertisement, 
and  one  of  them,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Maine,  (called 
as  a  witness,)  says  he  told  Swift  that  he  "knew 
it  was  got  out  lor  his  benefit."  The  witness 
says: 

"  I  advised  him,  for  his  own  reputation,  to  go  to  the  Sec- 
rolary  and  iiiducu  him  to  wilUdraw  iLiat  advertisement,  aud 
let  him  purchase  his  timber,  if  he  wuiited  it  for  imniediato 
use.  H'.-  tolil  me  tla.\t  he  liad  been  tryini;  to  induce  Jic  .Sec- 
retary to  do  that  same  thing,  bnt  tiie  Secretiry  told  him 
tbat  lie  had  no  authonty  to  purcbase  this  timber.  He  had 
made  up  his  mind  that  he  could  not  do  it  without  adverti- 
sing ;  but  the  advertising  arrangement  was  s.ich  that  no- 
body could  oiler  lor  it  but  liimsell',  because  ho  had  timber 
III  the  yards,  aud  ho  knew  that  no  other  man  could  till  iho 
oll'ir,  and  it  would  only  be  trillini,'  to  make  any  oiler.  I 
staled  to  Mr.  Swilt  that  I  should  make  an  olfer  to  take  tlio 
contract  ill  good  faith,  aud  then  shoukt  ask  the  Secretary  lor 
ail  extension  of  time;  says  he,  'he  will  not  grant  it.' 
'  Well,  then,'  said  1,  '  let  liim  do  that,  and  1  will  report  tho 
thing  to  Congress  next  winter.'  " 

Several  other  lumbermen,  not  supposing  the 
Secretary  would  enforce  an  impossibility,  but 
would  allow  a  delivery  of  the  timber  at  any 
time  within  the  si.x;  months  prescribed  for  the 
whole,  made  proposals,  reducing  the  price  be- 
low that  of  Swift's,  $28,000,  and  the  proof  was 
that  it  would  have  been  $25,000  more  if  the 
usual  terms  of  one  or  two  years,  for  delivery, 
hdd  been  advertised,  being  $5;5,000  less  than 
Swift's.  Toucey  encouraged  some  of  them,  who 
said  they  "  were  ready  to  do  what  other  con- 
tractors had  done  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  and  asked  whether  one  of  their 
firm  had  not  better  go  into  Florida  and  ascer- 
tain what  the  wants  of  Government  were  there; 
to  which  the  Secretary  replied,  that  he  had  bet- 
ter do  30,  and  report  to  the  Government. 
Before  he  returned,  however,  the  contract  had 
been  awarded  to  Swift." 

"During  all  this  time,  (while  lower  bidders  were  em- 
ployed, iu  doing  what  ou  oUier  occasions  had  obtained  an 
e.xtoii.sion  of  time  in  the  usual  long  term  contracts,)  Swift 
remained  iu  Washmgtipu,  in  confidence  that  he  wouKl  finally 
gel  the  contracts.  Jle  assured  Bigler  '  that  h<:  was  salirlleJ, 
tltal  the  paWiV.i  wotUd  hav:  to  giw  litem  up.  The  tiovenuntnt 
was  under  t,hliiiitit>ns  to  him,  aud  he  thought  he  ruuld  bring. 
such  in/luemc  Cj  bear  that  they  wi/uid  tjive  him  ihae  cuntracU. 
lie  said  U  tucw  due  to  him  for  seruicej  rendered." 

The  fraudulent  design  of  the  advertisement 
had  become  so  visible  that  the  Secretary  was 
compelled  to  abandon  it,  and,  iu  giving  the- 


17 


contract  to  Swift,  he  at  last  resorted  to  that  of 
open  purchase,  ■which  in  the  beginning  he  re- 
jected, when  proposed  by  Swift,  because  "it 
was  against  law  to  buy  timber  upon  open  pur- 
chase, except  for  immediate  use,"  and,  to  bol- 
ster this  pretence,  alleges  that  there  were  fears 
of  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain  when  the  ad- 
vertisement was  issued.  To  this,  the  Committee 
reply,  "  that  in  September,  when  the  contract 
was  made,  our  relations  with  Great  Britain 
were  certainly  as  harmonious  as  they  have 
ever  been  at  any  time."  And  to  show  how 
unfounded  was  the  statement  that  "  the  con- 
tract was  made  to  supply  the  pressing  and  im- 
mediate wants  of  the  Government,"  the  Com- 
mittee say  "  they  have  directed  their  attention 
to  that  subject,"  and  say  that  the  naval  con- 
structor at  Norfolk  testifies  that  ''  they  have 
used  up  to  this  time  (March  18,  1859)  less 
than  one  thousand  feet  of  Swift's  timber,  and 
that  they  have  on  hand  five  hundred  thousand 
feet.  At  Kittery,  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  supplied  by  open  purchase  from 
Bigler  of  three  thousand  feet,  and  at  Pensecola 
Degraw  had  arranged  with  the  naval  con- 
structor for  the  few  sticks  for  immediate  use, 
and  for  the  balance  as  needed."  This  shows 
how  fallacious  is  the  Secretary's  pretence,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  supply  demands  in  1858  by 
open  purchase  from  Swift.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  adds : 

"In  June,  1£57,  a  greater  necessity  for  timber  existed 
than  when  the  contracts  were  awarded  to  Swift,  and  yet 
the  usual  advertisement  was  then  issued.  It  is  worthy  of 
observation,  moreover,  that  at  Pensacola,  where  the  Secre- 
tary informs  us  the  wants  of  the  service  were  most  press- 
ing. Swift  had  no  timber,  and  did  not  dehver  it  as  soon  as 
the  lowest  bidders  could  have  done." 

Although  the  Secretary  was  compelled,  by 
the  unexpected  bids,  to  reduce  Swift  to  the 
lowest  bid  obtained,  and  in  terms  meant  to  de- 
ter bidders,  yet  he  got,  besides  the  usual  profits 
made  on  such  a  contract,  the  .$25,000  which 
the  straitened  terms  of  six  months  instead 
of  two  years  made  contractors  add  to  their 
bids ;  but,  as  he  sold  rejected  timber  at  these 
high  rates,  the  contract  was  in  fact  a  gift  of  the 
whole  money.  It  was  probably  the  bargain  on 
which  the  $16,000  for  the  Presidential  election 
was  advanced.  Yet  Swift  was  not  content 
with  this  advantage.  He  refused  to  pay  poor 
Plitt  his  per  centum  on  this  scandalous  trans- 
action, and  Plitt  thereupon  consulted  the 
President.  The  result  of  this  conference  is 
thus  stated  by  him : 

"I  did  not  want  to  involve  the  present  Administration  in 
any  difficulty,  and  therefore  I  asked  tbe  President  whether 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  my  prosecuting  Jlr.  Swift 
In  court  for  this  claim.  The  President  looked  at  the  agree- 
ment made  in  1854,  and  said  he  could  not  see  any  objection 
to  it.  He  had,  of  course,  no  advice  to  give,  and  told  me  I 
might  do  as  I  pleased  about  it." 

The  President  saw  no  impropriety  in  Plitt 
Belling  out  his  favor  in  anticipation  for  means 
to  make  it  available ;  and  having  realized  his 
part  of  the  speculation  in  reaching  power, 
employed  it  in  paying  Swift  out  of  the  Treasury 
his  $16,000  with  usury,  and  compounded  it  for 


risks,  &c.  Ho  saw  no  reason  why  a  court  should 
not  adjudge  the  pimp  entitled  to  the  stipula- 
ted wages  of  corruption. 

Another  most  fatal  abuse  censured  by  the 
House  was  the  prostitution  of  the  navy  yards, 
to  bring  the  hired  force  conccntratr.d  in  them 
to  defeat  the  popular  will  in  elections.  These 
great  establishments,  in  our  cities,  where  mil- 
lions are  expended  by  the  Government,  are 
turned  into  recruiting  rendezvous  for  Adminis- 
tration members  of  Congress.  The  Committee 
on  "the  Expenditures  for  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment" gives  Brooklyn  navy  yard  as  an  exam- 
ple, showing  how  completely  it  is  converted 
from  a  naval  into  a  political  establishment — 
the  whole  concern  being  put  under  the  charge 
of  members  of  Congress,  instead  of  naval  offi- 
cers, as  formerly.     The  report  states : 

"  The  division  of  patronage  aiiiono;  meinliers  was  ■well 
known  in  the  yiird.  Each  master  workman  understood 
to  whom  he  and  eaeh  of  liis  fellows  owed  their  places. 
Thus  the  coiislruc  ive  engineer,  the.  master  plumber,  and 
the  mailer  block-maker,  represented  ?.Ir.  Sickles;  the 
master  pointer  represented  IVtr  Si'ariiin;:  the  master  spar- 
niaker.  mast-r  blacksmith,  and  limber  inspector,  repre- 
sented Air.  M.'>c)ay,  th*"  master  laliorer  under  the  con- 
structing engineer,  ihe  master  boat-buiider,  and  the  mas- 
ter ship-carpenter,  representtd  iMr  Taylor;  the  master 
caulker  represented  IMr.  Cochrane;  and  the  master  stone- 
cutter represented  Mr  Ward.  Uijtil  May,  185?.  the  mas- 
ter laborer  un^ier  the  coiistructinar  eni^ineer  represented 
^'r  Clark,  and  the  master  carpentt^r  represented  Mr 
Haskin,  ;iiid  so  with  all  the  heads  of  the  departments  o/ 
labor  in  the  ^  ard  at  Rr  oklyn." 

When  Messrs.  Haskin  and  Clark  voted  against 
the  Lecompton  fraud  of  the  Administration, 
their  recruiting  sergeants  were  superseded  by 
the  partisans  of  aspirants  who  supported  the 
fraud.  The  Committee  give  the  following  let- 
ter from  John  Cochrane  to  a  master  carpen- 
ter in  the  navy,  showing  the  absolute  authority 
exerted  by  members  of  Congress  over  the 
workmen  in  a  local  election  which  should  be 
controlled  by  local  citizens : 

"  New  York,  June  14, 1S57. 
"  Mr.  Cohane:  Mr.  CuUen  tells  me  that  you  are  to  take 
men  on  on  Tu-sday.  Mow.  I  ask  you  to  taife  him  on, 
and  the  others  I  have  as-ed  you  '.o  take  on.  I  will  have 
my  pronortioii  of  men  under  you;  if  you  do  not  give 
them,  I  wiij  lodge  charges  again«t  you  V'ou  have  turned 
away  all  the  rae.T  but  one  from  my  di-trict  already.  Of 
this  1  have  complained  to  the  Secretary  ;  and  now.  unless 
you  rectify  this  injustice,  I  will  iriakH  appli;  -.iiion  that  yea 
be  turned  out     The  heurcr  will  bring  me  an  answer. 

-Yours,  ic,  JOHN  COCMKANE." 

Letters  of  Dan  Sickles,  among  others,  are 
exhibited,  calling  on  the  Secretary  to  remove 
the  heads  of  departments  in  the  yard.  It  is 
done  on  his  demand,  disobedience  of  his  orders 
being  the  charge. 

The  effect  of  this  derangement  of  our  naval 
system  is  a  double  mischief.  The  yards  are 
filled  with  a  sort  of  electioneering  lazaroni, 
who,  being  appointed  and  retained  on  wages 
there,  to  operate  in  the  canvass  for  their  political 
patrons,  are  unsuited  to  the  employment  to 
which  they  are  nominally  assigned  ;  are  placed 
beyond  the  reach  of  discipline  of  the  com- 
mander within  the  yard,  their  responsibility 
attaching  solely  to  their  patron  who  appoints 
them  to  perform  political  service;  and  so  the 
navy  yard  becomes  mainly  a  sort  of  depot  of 
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election  managers,  who  set  the  civil  police  at 
defiance  on  election  day,  and  open  the  way 
to  ballot  stuffing,  and  who,  through  the  au- 
thority of  their  patrons  with  the  Secretary, 
derange  tlie  police  of  the  naval  establishment, 
while  billeted  upon  it  in  the  interval  of  elec- 
tions. Proof  is  adduced,  in  the  report  of  the 
Coinmittoe  on  Expenditures,  pointing  to  the 
mischief  of  thus  subjecting  the  navy,  gathered 
at  the  city  stations,  to  abuses  to  subserve  party 
interests ;  but  the  most  striking  proof  is  to  be 
found  in  the  report  of  a  commission  of  distin- 
guished olHcers,  who  have  passed  from  one 
uavy  yard  to  another,  to  look  into  the  causes 
of  the  decay  of  energy,  discipline,  and  economy, 
which  once  characterized  our  establishments. 
At  New  York,  Boston,  Norfolk,  and  Philadel- 
phia, they  find  their  original  vigor  sapped  by 
one  of  prevailing  disorder,  and  the  cause  of  it 
the  malaria  of  politics. 

The  Board,  after  going  through,  item  by 
item,  all  the  abuses  which  have  deranged  the 
whole  system,  thus  say  : 

"  In  conclusion,  tho  board  would  bog  leave  to  recommend 
that  the  effoits  now  being  made  by  ihe  ofliccrs  in  thu  Now 
York  navy  yard  to  maintaiii  discipline,  introduce  economy 
and  efDciency.,  and  break  up  the  system  of  political  patron- 
age, bo  susUiiued  by  the  head  ol  the  Department.  They  are 
couvinced  that  no  navy  yard  can  be  made  efBcient,  or  to 
serve  the  purposes  Tor  which  it  was  intended,  unless  tho 
coniraandant  of  tlie  yard  is  sui)i)orted  in  the  excrgiso  ol'  his 
legitimate  authority,  and  tho  minor  departments  are  held 
strictly  responsible,  and  the  heads  of  them  liable  to  dis- 
missal lor  any  act  subversive  of  the  disciphno  by  which  our 
naval  establishments  should  be  governed. 

"  We  hav'  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servants. 

F.  H.  GREGORY,  Senior  OfUcer. 

G.  J.  VAX  BRUNT,  CapUun  U.  S.  Navy. 
C.  H.  I'OOR,  Com'/-  U.  S.  Nai-y. 

.TOHN  R.  TUCKKR,  Com'r  U.  S.  ^Tavy. 
DA\'TI)  D.  PORTER'.  Lieulmant. 
"Hon.  Isaac  TotJCKV,  Secretary  of  tli^  Xavy." 

This  is  the  appeal  they  urge  in  respect  to 
the  other  navy  yards.  These  honest  officers  are 
sensible  that  an  unscrupulous  Secretary  can 
harass  them  in  their  profession,  and  thwart 
them  in  their  interests  and  comforts  and  hon- 
orable ambition  for  admonishing  him  of  the 
iatal  influence  he  has  infused  into  the  naval 
service  of  his  country,  but  in  the  pride  they  feel 
in  the  glory  of  the  flag  and  its  constellation  of 
stars  which  they  look  up  to  as  the  emblem  of 
their  country,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  point 
again  and  again  to  the  vile  mire  into  which  he 
has  dragged  it. 

They  go  to   Norfolk,  and  find  things  there 

equally  bad.     They  sum  up  the  abuses  there 

in  this  way : 

"  Tlie  master  workmen, considering tlvmselvcs  necessary 
toUieir  political  friends,  and  bemgassured  of  protection,  have 
assumed  a  bearing  independent  of  proper  authority,  out  of 
keeping  with  their  position,  and  not  to  befuuml  in  any  other 
navy  yard.  It  is  very  apparent  to  the  board,  although  they 
L.ivo  not  taUi-.u  much  evidence  on  this  pomt,  that  tho  loaders 
»t  a  majority  of  the  shops  are  politicians,  ami  have  around 
them  a  set  of  men  who  .ire  selected  as  much  lor  their  politi- 
cal as  mechanical  character." 

They  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  find  the  navy 
yard  in  a  commotion.  They  point  to  the  cause  : 

"According  to  an  estimate  made  by  persons,  in  evidence, 
the  extra  number  of  men  unaeccasarily  employod  la  the 


Philadelphia  yard  would,  if  cut  down,  be  a  saving  of  over 
S10O,000  a  year,  which  would  add  one  flue  ship  to  the  navv 
J  early  and  as  an  increase  of  the  navy  is  ihef,'reat  dc-siu- 
era'um  ii  is  desirable  that  the  reduction  be  made  as  soon 
as  po.ssible. 

''  PfUlicians  have  too  much  nvny 
'■  The  |ire?ent  s'ae  of  llimgs  existing  in  this  yard  i.s   no 
doubt,  owiut;  to  officers  yieldiu?  I'rom  'time  to  time  10  po- 
litical iiitlue.ices,  which  the  Government  alone  had  tho 
power  to  r'gulate." 

This  may    be    called   Mr.  Florence's   navy 

yard.     Say  the  officers  : 

'•  The  master  blacksmith  i.s  a  politician,  and  admits  it, 
and  there  i.s  evidence  on  record  to  show  that  he  does  no 
always  employ  tlie  most  tlfieient  kind  of  men  ;  moreover, 
his  shop  is  crowded  with  a  larger  number  of  p-rsons  than 
is  ju  title  1  hy  the  quantity  of  work  fioiiig  o  1  uere.  He  has 
oil  occasions  been  known  to  defeat  llie  efT  rts  of  olTic^r.-! 
of  the  yard  'o  Keep  m'li  otT,  and  I'.dmits  that  lie  used  h\i 
influence  w  iili  a  member  ol  <"oiigre^s.  in  Wasliinprtiu.  to 
have  thirty  men  put  on,  when  it  was  denied  him  by  tlie 
pro|ier  audi  rily  ol  the  >ard.  There  are  now  in  his  de- 
panineiit  WH  men,  with  foreman,  quarterman-and  a  larger 
guns;  of  me  1  than  i.s  employed  in  iSt:>v  \orli." 

This  introduction  of  men  into  the  yards  to 
bear  down  on  elections  is  developed  in  the  of- 
ficial lists  of  the  hands  employed.  In  Jan., 
1857,  the  number  in  the  Philadelphia  navy 
yard  was  574;  to  meet  the  necessities  of  Mr. 
Fi  j.-^uce's  election  in  October  following,  the 
nu'.-iber  was  1,722. 

All  here  is  of  a  piece.  It  is  all  election  ma- 
chinery. The  President  himself  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  come  to  the  rescue,  when  Mr.  Florence's 
district  was  about  to  drive  him  out  of  this 
stronghold  which  belongs  to  him  in  virtue  of 
his  seat  in  Congress.  It  was  on  this  occasion 
that  the  President  interposed,  and  set  aside  the 
rights  of  the  lowest  bidder,  (the  Novelty  Works, 
New  York,)  to  give  the  contract  for  the  ma- 
chinery of  a  sloop  to  Merrick  &  Sons,  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  reasons  shown  in  this  corres- 
pondence, which  fell  into  the  hand  of  the  Com- 
mittee : 

"  PutLADELPHiA,  'September  13,  1S5S. 

"  Dear  Sir:  I  venture  to  suggest  to  you  the  importanee 
of  awarding  the  eoiiiraeis  for  the  in:  eliiiiery  of  the  sloop 
now  building  at  the  navy  yard  at  this  jime,  and  if  it  can 
be  do  e  witliout  prejuuiee  to  the  public  service,  to  Mer- 
rick &  .Sons  Theirs  is  the  only  establishment  in  the  first 
distriit  which  employs  a  large  number  of  mechanics;  ai 
this  t'ine,  31K);  when  in  full  work,  450. 

"Tlie  111  ;iiaging  partners  (Mr.  Al  ,  sen,  being  absent,  in 
bad  health)  are  lull  of  energy,  straining  every  nerve  to 
keep  t'leir  force  during  this  depression,  and.  in  so  far  as  I 
know,  ihe  only  ol  '  Whigs  o'  any  influence  in  that  district 
who  are  in  favor  of  the  re-election  o   Col   Horeuce. 

'■  I  know,  from  former  experience,  the  v.ilue  of  that  in- 
fluence and  feel  persuaded  that  it  is  the  iniere}.t  of  the 
Ueiiiocraiie  party  to  iiiere  ise  it. 

'■  The  lirst  oislriet  will,  I  hope,  be  earied  i'l  any  event, 
but  with  Uiat  shop  al  work,  full  handed,  two  weeks  prior 
to  the  election,  the  result  would.  I  think,  be  placeu  i>e- 
yoiid  all  doubt.     With  much  re-peet, 

'  The  Pk;:sident.  \V  C.  P.\TTEBS ON  " 

This  letter  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  by  the  President,  with  this  endorsement : 

'•  Septcmher  15,  1853. 

"The  enclosed  letter  from  Colonel  Pafer.-on,  of  Phila- 
ilelplik '.  is  submitted  to  the  attention  of  the  Secrelnry  of 
:he  i\avy.  J.  B 

'■  The  undersigned  regard  this  as  a  serious  offfcnoe  It 
is  the  duly  of  tile  Secretary  to  rieterinine  which  of  the  bid- 
ders was  'the  lowest  responsible  bidJer,'  and  to  award 
to  him  the  contract.  It  is  a  judicial  act  The  rights  of 
parties  under  the  law,  and  the  rights  of  the  Government, 
were  involved  in  ilie  award. 

■•  If  the  President  had  suggested  to  a  judge  of  the  United 
Stales  couils  iliai  he  rendir  a  judgment  in  lavof  of  one  of 
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the  parlies  litigant  in  a  canse  pendinir  before  liirn,  be- 
cause llial  juiisrnieiil  would  .lid  in  the  election  of  a  ruriy 
favorite,  or  wou  d  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  lh>-  general  voice  of  the  people  would  de- 
mand his  inipeacliHif  nt.  Is  it  a  le?s  serious  offence  when 
this  suifires'ion  is  made  hythe  Presidrnt  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  ?  The  judse  is  beyond  the  power  of  th 
President;  the  S'cniary  is  within  his  power.  Eocii  is 
required  to  persorm  judicial  functions  The  fug2;esli<in 
bv  the  [■'re>ideiit  of  corrupt  motives  to  either,  is  equally 
daiiserous,  and  i-  more  likelv  to  succeed  vi'ith  an  officer 
who<e  tenure  of  office  is  the  will  of  the  President" 

The  scraps  here  inserted  from  official  reports 
show  that  the  House  Committee,  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  itself,  and  the  board  of  otBcers, 
all  condemn  the  combination  of  political  in- 
trigue and  corruption  with  the  naval  service  of 
the  country,  making  the  latter  subservient  to 
the  selfish  schemes  of  the  civil  office-holders,  at 
the  expense  of  its  usefulness,  and  the  high 
character  it  had  earned  under  other  Administra- 
tions. 

The  proneness  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion to  turn  the  naval  as  well  as  the  military 
service  to  account  in  creating  jobs  and  patron- 
age to  gain  another  term  in  the  Presidency  is 
seen  in  its  Paraguay  as  well  as  its  Utah  war. 
A  brief  sketch  of  the  Paraguay  war  is  worth 
considering,  in  this  view,  as  particularly  char- 
acteristic of  the  Buchanan  policy. 

Hopkins,  who  got  up  this  war,  was  a  partner 
in  a  Rhode  Island  trading  company,  which 
sent  him  to  Paraguay,  to  establish  a  cigar 
business  there,  obtaining  the  place  of  Consul 
from  our  Government  to  dignify  his  business. 
He  was  always,  it  seems,  from  his  personal 
history,  as  a  school-boy,  a  midshipman,  and 
trader,  a  most  obnoxious  person,  pregnant  with 
quarrels  everywhere,  and  in  the  semi-barbarous 
Kepublic  of  Paraguay  ho  maiiaged  to  put  the 
whole  community.  President  and  all,  into  dis- 
tress about  a  trifle.  This  is  a  brief  of  what 
transpired,  taken  from  the  account  of  Captain 
Page,  of  the  Water  Witch,  who  interposed  in 
the  affair  on  the  side  of  the  Consul,  who  had, 
from  his  official  character,  involved  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country  in  his  private  quarrel. 

"  Of  the  difficulty,  I  have  no  idea  of  entering 

*  into  detail,  further  than  to  state  that  the  imme- 

*  diate  cause  of  its  outburstiug  at  that  particular 

*  time  was  an  assault  made  by  a  soldier  on  the 
'  person  of  the  brother  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  while  ri- 

*  ding  with  a  lady,  also  a  foreigner.  The  man  was 
'  driving  cattle  to  the  city,  and,  on  being  met  or 

*  overtaken  by  the  riding  party,  the  herd  was 

*  dispersed  into  the  wood.  There  was  no  per- 
'  sonal  injury  to  the  lady  or  the  gentleman,  but 

*  the  insult  was  to  be  considered  and  justly 
*.^ade  a  subject  of  complaint.     President  Lo- 

*  pez  took  exception  to  the  language  in  which 

*  the  complaint  was  made ;  a  paper  war  ensued  ; 
'  crimination  followed  recrimination.  The  con- 
'  sular  exequatur  was  revoked,  and  the  wrath 
'  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  extended  to  the  mem- 

*  bers  of  the  American  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
'  Hopkins  was  agent.  Decrees,  (or  Bandos,) 
'  intended  to  eml3arrass  their  operations,  were 


'  issued,  and  at  last  the  cigar  factory  was 
'  closed." 

The  decree  which  produced  this  happy  result 
for  Mr.  Hopkins,  (who  now  claims  nearly  a 
million  of  dollars  for  indemnity,)  as  given  by 
Captain  Page,  is : 

•'  All  foreigners  must  take  out  a  license  to 
engage  in  any  commercial  or  industrial  pur- 
suit.''^ 
The  Captain  adds :   "  This  last  article  was 
reasonable,  but  the  Company,  though  going 
on  for  a  year,  had  not  before  been  required  to 
take  out  a  license ;  and  when   Mr.  Hopkins 
made  an  application  for  it,  in  the  character  of 
'  general  agent,'  having  paid  sixteen  dollars 
for  the  stamped  paper,  it  was  refused,  on  the 
ground  of  his  being  general  agfnt.    This  title 
was  objectionable,  and   would  not  be  recog- 
nised.   He  must  apply  as  '  agent,'  and  not  as 
'  general.'  "    "  I  am  to  this  day  (says  the  Cap- 
tain) mystified  by  this  phase  of  the  difficulty. 
There  was  but  one  General  in  Pa  aguay,  the 
sou-in  law  of  the  President ;  but  by  what  process 
of  reasoning  the  title  of  the  'general  agent'  re- 
flected upon  the  head  of  the  military  arm  of 
the  Government,  I  am  unable  to  say ;  neither 
do  I  see  why  it  should  not  be  relinquished." 
It  seems  that  Hopkins,  who  was  simply  an 
"agent,"  took   the  title,  and   with  it  the   as- 
sumption,  of  General,  which   the   President, 
only  understanding  in  the  military  sense,  con- 
sidered as  arrogating  equality  with  his  heir, 
whose  dignity  it  was  meant  only  to  deride — an 
offensive  interpretation,  which  the  quarrel  of  the 
Consul  with  the  President  suggested.     At  this 
stage  of  the  controversy,  Captain  Page  arrived, 
and  "  found  Mr.  Hopkins  determined,  by  reason 
of  the  course  of  the  Government,  to  leave  the 
country,  with  the  members  of  the  Company, 
and  such  of  their  effects  as  could  be  conveni- 
ently removed." 

The  Captain  interposed  to  restore  amity. 
He  says  :  "  I  called  on  President  Lopez  ;  was 
courteously  received,  and  discussed  the  diffi- 
culty between  the  Government  and  Mr.  Hop- 
kins at  some  length.  The  President  said  the 
soldier  [who  had  insulted  the  brother  of  Hop- 
kins] had  been  severely  punished  by  the  in- 
fliction of  three  hundred  stripes  in  '  running 
the  gauntlet'  through  the  regiment  to  which  he 
was  attached.  He  complained  of  the  intemper- 
ate language  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  It  was,  he  said, 
insulting  to  him,  and  he  had,  in  consequence, 
withdrawn  his  exequatur.  That  the  agent,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  was  personally  obnoxious  to  him,  and 
he  would  not  consf«it  to  his  engaging  in  any 
business  in  the  country."  But  the  President 
assured  him  "  that  the  American  Company 
would  be  allowed  to  carry  on  its  operations  un- 
der a  guaranty  of  protection,  and  shielded 
from  the  possible  recurrence  of  insult  or  indig- 
nity." The  Captain  continues  :  "  I  wrote  Mr. 
Hopkins  by  appointment,  and  informed  him  of 
the  result  of  my  interview  with  the  President. 
He  then  informed  me  that  the  business  of  the 
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'  Company  had  l>een  broken  up  by  the  action  of 

*  the  Government,  regardless  of  all  pre-existinp 
'  contracts  ;  and  tbat  he  would  hold  it  re.sponsi- 

*  ble  for  the  damages,  looking  to  the  United 

*  States  Government  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
'  reclamation  ;  that  under  the  circumstancea  he 
'  wished  to  withdraw  from  Paraguay,  but  that  no 
'  trading  vessel  would  take  them,  the  masters 

*  f-eariug  that  the  odium  in  which  he  was  held 

*  by  the  Government  would  be  visited  on 
'them." 

It  is  the  game  of  some  of  our  ill  doing  tra- 
ders among  the  petty  neighboring  Republics, 
and  especially  among  our  Indian  tribes,  to  get 
up  dillicultics,  provoke  injuries,  and  then  get 
the  strong  hand  of  our  Government  to  extort 
indemnities.  All  the  fraudulent  claims  set  up 
against  Mexico,  in  which  our  people  speculate, 
are  for  the  most  part  of  this  sort,  the  claimants 
calculating  on  the  avidity  of  our  contiguous 
States  for  acquisition  of  Mexican  territory,  and 
relying,  in  the  event  of  quarrel  between  the 
Governments,  that  they  may  get  their  asserted 
demands  paid  out  of  the  United  States  Treasury, 
as  so  much  in  liquidation  of  the  amount  to  be 
paid  for  ceded  territory.  It  is  so  with  Indian 
annuities,  which  are  often  swallowed  up  in  in- 
demnities. Hopkins  is  not  too  scrupulous  to 
be  au  expert  in  this  mode  of  speculation,  and 
he  was  dexterous  enough  to  get  out  of  the 
country  at  the  expense  of  our  Government, 
which  he  also  involved  in  an  expense  of  many 
millions,  to  get  at  his  reclamation.  Captain 
Page  removed  his  difficulty  about  removal. 
He  told  him,  "  I  will  see  the  President ;  and 
if  no  arrangement  can  be  made  for  your  leaving 
the  country  by  a  trading  vessel,  I  will  receive 
the  members  of  the  Company  and  their  effects 
on  board  the  Water  Witch,  and  convey  them 
to  Corrientes — this  being  the  point  at  which  we 
wished  to  establish  them."' 

The  Captain  called  on  the  President,  and  he 
said  he  should  have  the  "  permit "  asked  by 
Page.  But  alas!  another  difficulty  arose.  The 
Captain  explains  it :  "A  vessel  was  engaged, 
passports  obtained,  and  I  concluded  that  all 
was  satisfactorily  arranged  for  the  departure  of 
the  Company,  when  one  of  the  Company  came 
on  board  the  Water  Witch,  and  complained  of 
fresh  insults  by  the  chief  of  police.  The  Cap- 
tain went  to  the  President.  The  policeman 
was  sent  for,  charged  by  the  President,  and 
denied  every  word,  rising  to  his  feet  as  he 
spoke." 

Then  came  another  difficulty :  "  On  applying 
for  the  '  permit '  to  ship  the  goods,  it  had  been 
refused  until  Hopkins  should  surrender  the 
papers,  deeds,  &c.,  which  secured  to  the  Com- 
piiuy  certain  property  purchased  and  paid  for 
by  tbe  Company." 

Hereupon,  IJapt.  Page  took  pen  in  hand, 
"  telling  the  President  what  would  be  my 
course  tor  the  relief  of  the  Company,  if  they 
were  not  allowed  to  depart  by  the  usual  mode 
of  conveyance."     The   Secretary  of  Foreign 


Relations  desired,  by  verbal  m€83age-lo  the 
Captain's  clerk,  "  to  take  my  notes,  (the  Cap- 
tain's,) and  requested  me  to  have  them  trans- 
lated. I  replied,  verbally,  that  I  must  corres- 
pond with  the  Government  in  my  own  lan- 
guage, and  would  not  allow  my  letters  to  be 
translated  by  any  one  associated  with  me." 
This  bit  of  etiquette  brought  about  the  war. 
The  notes  were  returned  to  the  Captain.  He 
(Capt.  Page)  sent  them  back,  and  informed 
the  Captain  of  the  Port  that  he  "  should  receive 
them  (the  Company)  and  their  effects  onboard, 
and  leave  Asuncion  at  a  certain  hour.  Scarce- 
ly had  the  announcement  been  made,  whea 
President  Lopez  issued  the  permit,  showing' 
conclusively  that  his  Excellency  was  fully  in- 
tbrmcd  of  the  contents  of  my  notes,  if  he  did 
not  understand  English,  it  was  late.  The 
Americans  were  in  the  act  of  coming  on  board 
before  its  issue  was  made  knov/u.  It  expe- 
dited matters,  however,  for  it  v.^as  accom- 
panied by  an  order  to  the  Port  Captain  to 
afford  them  every  facility  in  shipping  their 
goods." 

Capt.  Page's  last  note  had  produced  great 
alarm.  The  Captain  says :  "  Not  a  soul  was 
abroad ;  not  a  man,  cart,  or  horse,  was  to  be 
seen,  except  a  few  conveying  the  effects  of  the 
American  Company  to  the  beach.  What  was 
feared  ?  "  The  following  explanation  was  made : 
"  Last  night,  the  President  called  a  consulta- 
tion of  his  advisers,  at  which  your  letter  was 
considered.  The  wise  heads  thought  they  saw- 
in  it  another  Greytown  affair.  His  Excellency 
thought  that,  as  heavy  bodies  move  slowly,  it 
would  be  prudent  to  be  prepared ;  so  he  sent 
for  a  machinist  to  examine  his  carriage,  and 
see  that  all  was  in  good  running  condition. 
Orders  were  issued  that  none  should  appear 
in  the  plaza  or  streets  atter  eleven  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  not  a  horse  or  cart,  except  those 
engaged  in  transporting  the  goods  of  the 
American  Company,  was  to  be  seen."  "The 
Brazilian  Consul,  an  amiable,  gentlemanly 
man,  came  on  board  the  Water  Witch,  and 
expressed,  with  much  anxiety,  the  hope  that  I 
was  not  really  about  to  lire  into  the  town.  I 
assured  him  I  had  no  such  intention,"  &e. 
"The  preparations  of  the  steamer,  with  her 
three  howitzers  planted  on  board,  as  a  protec- 
tion against  savages,  was  simply  a  duty  to 
meet  any  exigency  that  might  occur." 

Thus  the  effect  of  Capt.  Page's  diplomacy 
and  preparations  for  action  on  board  his  ship 
had  inspired  terror  enough  to  make  him  vain. 
"  I  had,  it  is  true,  resolved,  that  if  the  property 
of  the  Americans  was  retained  by  the  Presi- 
dent, or  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  our  guns, 
to  return  the  compliment  by  capturing  his 
!  navy  at  Tres  Bocas,''  &c.  "  On  reaching  Tres 
I  Bocas,  we  observed  an  unusual  array  of 
!  soldiers  and  the  little  navy  of  five  vessels,  with 
1  their  armament,  ranging  from  two  to  six  guns, 
I  all  doubly  manned,  and  ready,  as  the  President 
i  had  said, '  to  salute  or  fight.'   The  vessels  were 


21 


niocred  so  close  to  the  bank,  that  a  plank  from 
each  would  have  enabled  the  personnel  of  the 
marine  to  make  an  excui"sion  into  the  interior 
of  the  couutry  at  the  shortest  possible  notice. 
On  the  deck  of  the  flag  ship,  a  proraiuent  figure 
in  the  picture,  stood  my  old  friend,  the  Ad- 
miral. Salutes  would  have  been  dangerous ; 
for,  from  the  evident  state  of  hostile  prepara- 
tion, the  first  flash  of  one  of  their  guns  might 
have  been  returned  by  a  fire  from  our  how- 
itzer, without  delay  for  explanation.  We  passed 
slowly  on,  and  in  silence,  many  a  soul  on  the 
Water  Witch  devoutly  hoping,  perhaps,  that 
some  brave  son  of  Paraguay  would  provoke  a 
fight." 

Now  it  is  very  evident,  from  the  panic  in  the 
town,  that  the  President  and  his  people  had 
discovered  in  the  Captain's  note,  (which  is  not 
given  in  his  volume  here  quoted,)  and  from 
the  bearing  of  the  Water  Witch,  that  there  was 
a  spirit  somewhere  "  to  provoke  a  fight."  Capt. 
Page  ingenuously  admits  that,  up  to  this  time, 
he  had  no  pretext  for  it;  "as  it  had  yielded 
every  point,  as  the  Americans  were  personally 
safe  and  on  board  the  Water  Witch,  and  the 
'permit'  had  been  issued  to  facilitatt  the  ship- 
ment of  the  goods,  there  was  no  possible  excuse 
for  so  extreme  a  measure.  I  was  not  at  all 
ambitious  of  the  achievement  of  firing  into  a 
town,  destroying  the  property  of  unoffending 
citizens,  perhaps  the  lives  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  disturbing  the  course  of  a  Govern- 
ment with  which  I  had  been  directed  to  treat 
for  commercial  intercourse." 

Nevertheless,  the  threatening  note  which 
Captain  Page  had  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent, his  refusal  to  translate  it,  and  sending 
back  those  addressed  to  him,  together  with  the 
alarming  preparations  on  board  the  Water 
Witch,  where  Hopkins,  the  vindictive  enemy 
of  the  President,  had  taken  his  place,  filled  the 
towu  with  apprehensions  of  this  formidable 
stranger,  which  could  easily  have  taken  his 
flotilla  and  burned  his  towu.  He  therefore, 
oa  the  .3d  of  October,  issued  this  decree : 

'•  Art.  1.  Ill  the  naviijation  of  the  rivers  of  the  Repub- 
lic; foreign  vcs-sels  ol"  war  are  excluded. 


•2.  The  exp  orations  of  liie  rivers  of  Upper  Paraguay, 


with  the  neiLMiboring  Powers,  IBrazil  and  Bohvia." 

These  decrees  would  undoubtedly  be  within 
competency  of  England,  France,  or  the  United 
States,  in  regard  to  waters  within  their  bound- 
aries. Notwithstandiuff  this  interdict,  Capt. 
Page  sent  the  Water  Witch  into  the  Parana. 
Here  is  his  account  of  the  result ;    • 

"Lieutenant  JefTer.i  had  advanced  hut  a  shon  dinance 
above  the  junction  of  the  Parana  and  Paraguay,  plaiting' 
the  work  as  he  progressed,  vyaen.  from  very  deep  water, 
the  vessel  was  run  upon  a  sand-bank,  the  lead  at  the 
Kanj^way  indicatine  no  maieriai  chanije  in  the  depth. 
A%hile  in  the  act  of  getting  the  steamer  afloat,  a  boat 
came  alongside  from  a  fort  on  the  Paraguay  shore,  where 
v.-.ii  a  fl:)g-staff.  but  no  fia;  flyins,  and  presented  a  paper 
to  Lieuieuant  Jeffers,  v.-ho  returned  it  to  the  messenger, 
laiorroing  Uim  lUai  he  did  not  read  Spani-sli.    This,  with 


the  gifl)Siiliitii)n  of  the  word  '  Spanish '  for  '  English,'  was 
President  Lopez's  reply  to  ray  communication  in  behalf 
of  Americans  in  Asuncion.  He  observed  some  bu.^tle 
and  activity  at  the  fort;  and,  to  be  prepared  for  any 
emergency,  put  the  vessel  iii  tlie  best  state  of  defence  be 
could,  but  .scarcely  admitting  to  himself  the  pcssibility  of 
attack. 

'■  8he  was  got  rfloat;  and  on  !>skin<;  the  pilot  where 
lay  t!ie  chann  1.  he  unhe.iiiatiiigly  paid  that  it  was  nerr 
the  Paraguay  shore,  l)ut  he  had  supposed  the  river  w^.s 
liich  enough  V.i  enable  the  Water  Witch  to  pass  over  the 
shoals  near  the  left  bank,  and  made  the  attempt  without 
informing  the  commanding  officer.  The  pilot,  like  'rany 
other  Argeiitinaa  of  the  same  class,  looked  upon  Para- 
guay as  a  semi-civilized  country,  and  was  anxious  to 
put  a  great  distance  between  the  Water  Witch  and  Fori 
Itapira.  He  was  ordered  to  change  the  cou-rse  of  the 
ves-el,  and  the  nature  of  the  work  was  ag  ■in  inlellieibly 
explained  to  him,  tuai  lie  might  understand  the  iinpon- 
anee  of  keeping  in  mid-channel,  regardless  of  its  vicin- 
ilytothe  Paraguay  shore,  or  whether  there  was  water 
enough  ou'ide  of  it.  When  the  Water  Witch  was 
wi.hm  close  shot,  two  or  three  blank  cartridges  were 
fired  from  the  fort,  in  quick  succession,  foilo'ved  by  a 
shot.  At  what  part  of  the  vessel  it  was  aimed,  I  can 
oniy  judge  by  Pre.^ident  Lopez's  dispatch  to  our  Staie 
D>  partment,  where  he  magnanimously  say.",  it  was  di- 
rocied  so  as  to  •  pass  ahead.'  If  so,  it  struck  wide  of  the 
mark,  ard  wa^  unfortunately  effective,  for  it  passed 
through  tlie  sfter  port,  cut  aviray  the  wheel,  and  killed 
the  he  nisman.  Lieu'enant  Jcfiers  had  disregarded  the 
blank  cartridges,  and  up  to  this  time  had  withheld  his 
fire.  Indeed,  his  means  of  defence,  with  three  howitzers, 
one  twenty  four  pounder,  and  two  twelve  pounders,  were 
small  against  a  brick  or  stone  fort  liut,  when  this  shell 
came,  he  returned  it  as  rapidly  as  ihe  reduced  number  of 
his  ofTicers  and  crew  and  the  disabled  condition  of  'he 
helm  would  admit.  The  accuracy  of  the  fire  was  seen 
in  cutting  away  the  flag- staff,  and  in  the  shrapnell  gra- 
zing the  low  wall;  for  the  guns  were  mounted  on  bar- 
bette. VVe  learned  afterwards  that  «evera'  Paragu-.iy- 
ans  were  killed  ;  some  reports  said  eleven,  oihcrs  fifteen. '^ 

So  ended  the  affair,  which  is  here  presented 
in  the  light  in  which  Hopkins  and  Page  gave 
it.     What  President  Lopez  had  to  say  lor  him- 
self was  not  material  to  President  Buchanan. 
The  sequel  shows  that  the  latter  engrafted  on 
the  facts  thus  reported  a  message  to  Congress, 
denying  the  validity  of  the  decree  of  Lopez 
against  navigating  the  river,  because  only  one 
side  of  it  belonged  to  him,  and  because  the 
Water  Witch  "  was  not  a  vessel  of  war,"  and 
did  not  come  within   the  decree,  and  because 
citizens  of  the  United  States  "  had  their  prop- 
erty seized  and  takeii  away  from  them."     The 
two  last  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Buchanan  are  not 
supported  by  Captain  Page's  statement;  and 
the  first  point,  as  matter  of  law,  will  hardly  be 
admitted,  if  a  ntition,  holding  one  side   of  a 
river  with  a  fortress,  sees  it  approached  by  an 
armed  vessel,  which  vessel  refuses  to  receive  a 
message  by  a  flag,  and  refuses  to  pause  on  the 
firing  ot  blank  cartridges.     Lopez  ordered  "  a 
shot  ahead,"  as  is  common  to  bring  a  vessel  to. 
Fearing,  from  observation  of  what  was  passing 
on  the  Water  Witch,  that  the  shot  might  bring 
on  a  battle,  he  sent  a  countermand  of  his  order. 
It  did  not  arrive  in  time.     From  this  it  would 
seem  that  what  occurred  was  the  effect  of  a 
double  accident.     In  proof  of  the  sincerity  of 
Lopez,  the  fact  that  he  sent  to  the  widow  of  the 
man   killed  $10,000  gratuity  may  be    urged. 
These  circumstances  are  spoken  of  by  Com. 
Shubrick,   whose   good   sense   and   humanity 
closed  the  war  so  honorably ;  and  as  our  Gov- 
ernment sought  no  indemnities  for  its  vast  ex- 
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penditures,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation. 

It  is  very  clear,  from  Mr.  Page's  statement, 
that  means  were  at  hand  to  compel  Lopez  to 
make  prompt  atonement  for  whatever  wrong 
he  had  committed,  or  to  punish  it  to  the  ut- 
most, withuut  reporting  to  this  expensive  e.xpe- 
dition.  Captain  Page  descended  the  river,  met 
Com.  Salter  at  Montevideo,  with  the  Savannah 
flag-ship  and  the  Germantown,  and  in  his  note, 
18th  April,  says : 

"  Have  liail  ii  coiiversniion  with  the  Commodore  since 
my  visit  of  yi>i,  aii'l  urgeil  the  propriety  of  sending  llie 
Germantowii  up,  uavcm  l>y  llie  Wuier  Witch,  to  knock 
down  liapira.  Captain  I.>  nch,  in  a  noble,  genf  rou*  si'irii. 
which  1  luliy  aport'ciale,  had  proposed  to  the  Commo- 
dore to  take  ihi'  Ge  m;int  wii  up,  or  reliiquLsli  'he  com 
tnan'J  of  the  f  hip  to  tne  for  that  purpose."' 

The  Commodore  said  : 

"  I  cannot  move  in  t  i^■  mutter.  The  affair  is  referred 
to  tlie  Governmea.,  ami  1  sliall  await  instructions." 

Captain  Page's  comment  is : 

"Tlie  Fort  Itapira  ought  to  have  been  knocked  down, 
and  we  shouM  iio.v  he  f  ven  with  the  faraiiuay  Govern- 
ment. I bei:f;i<l  hut  for  two  guns,  and  IxcoiUd  havepledged 
ttiy  life  in  tht  tff\jrt.'' 

This  is  the  whole  case.  Three  vessels  lay 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  awaiting  the  Presi- 
dent's instructions,  the  least  of  which,  furnished 
with  two  additional  shell  guns,  might  have 
produced  submission,  or  the  destruction  of  the 
town,  the  fort,  and  Lopez's  whole  flotilla. 
Neither  alternative  suited  Mr.  Buchanan.  It 
presented  a  fine  opportunity  to  carry  out  his 
policy  at  home.  It  develops  itself.  After  pre- 
senting the  case  to  Congress  as  recounted,  he 
adds,  very  modestly : 

"I  am  constrained  to  consider  the  attack  upon  her 
(the  Water  \\'i!ch)  »s  u'lju'tifiable.  and  as  calling  for 
satisfaction  from  the  I'ariguayan  Governme"t.  A  de- 
mand for  these  purposes  will  be  made  in  a  hrm  but  con- 
ciliatory spir  t  Tins  •.<'ill  the  more  probably  be  j^ranted 
if  the  Execuiive-shall  have  auihoiily  to  use  other  means 
in  the  event  of  a  refusal." 

"Weill  he  had  ''  other  means  "  enough  to  back 
a  conciliatory  message  to  Lopez  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  to  blow  up  his  little  Republic 
in  case  of  contumacy.  But  that  would  have 
been  a  short  job,  and  far  away.  President 
Buchanan'.^  policy  required  jobs  at  home; 
and  his  skill  in  creating  them  out  of  this  affair, 
and  using  them  in  aid  of  his  political  manage- 
ment, will  add  another  trophy  to  his  reputation. 
The  President  and  his  Secretary  Toucey 
thought  it  indispensable  to  accompany  a  de- 
mand *'  for  satisfaction,''  in  a  firm,  conciliatory 
spirit,  wWt  a  Jleei  ofjijlecn  vessels  of  war ! ! ! 
Seven  of  these  were  steam  ships,  chartered 
from  the  merchant  service,  on  terms  which 
made  it  necessary  to  buy  them,  having  cost 
more  than  they  were  worth  in  refitting  and 
alterations  to  bear  cannon  —  the  refitting 
amounting  to  $141,026.86  at  first,  and  accu- 
mulating ever  since.  There  were  twenty-six 
small  vessels  employed  in  transporting  coal. 
Cost  of  the  coal,  $201,094.02. 

The  flag-ship  (the  Sabine)  which  conveyed 
ihe  Commissioner,  Hon.  Mr.  Bowlin,  cost  in 
provisions   alone   $45,454,50.     The  purchase 


of  the  chartered  vessels  cost  $289,000;  but 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  furnishes  only  some 
of  the  extra  charges  incurred  by  the  expedi- 
tion, in  reply  to  the  resolution  requesting  the 
Committee  on  Expenditures  to  inquire  into 
and  report  on  the  expenditures  of  the  Paraguay 
expedition.  The  Secretary  answers,  laconi- 
cally :  "  It  is  impossible  to  give  an  exact  state- 
ment of  the  total  expense  of  the  expedition  ; " 
and  there  he  drops  it.  It  must  be  guessed 
from  aggregates.  The  present  term  of  four 
years  more  than  doubles  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
term.  The  expense  of  the  naval  service  of 
Mr.  Buchanan's  past  two  years  is  almost 
twenty-seven  millions,  doubling  that  of  Mr. 
Madison's  naval  expenses  during  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  when  the  glory  of  our  Hag  of 
stars  illuminated  the  ocean. 

But  there  are  circumstances  which  prove 
that  Mr.  Buchanan's  war  upon  Paraguay  was 
not  for  glory,  but  to  furnish  means  of  corruption. 
It  has  appeared  already  how  it  ha.s  poured 
its  current  into  and  through  our  naval  depart- 
ments. The  charter  and  repairs  of  the  seven 
steamboats  afterwards  purchased,  added  to  the 
tide  which  preparation  of  the  national  vessels  for 
war  began  to  raise.  But,  outside  of  the  political 
laboratories,  this  war  gave  motion  to  consid- 
erable political  influence  along  the  seaboard. 
Mr.  Hopkins  and  his  Rhode  Island  incor- 
porated trading  company  were  called  into 
action  for  the  Administration.  Then  Crom- 
well &  Co.,  who  sold  out  their  line  of  merchant 
steamers  for  war  ships,  have  an  establishment 
in  New  York,  and  one  in  Baltimore,  and  traded 
all  along  South.  This  company,  in  selling  out 
their  old  ships,  were  set  to  build  more,  and 
were  thus  put  in  control  of  a  multitude  of 
voters.  Then  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
spent  in  the  coal  mines  gave  a  money  impulse 
there  for  the  Administration.  Then  the  twen- 
ty-six vessels  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
the  coal  would  call  out  an  expenditure  amon^ 
the  masters  which  might  be  made  to  tell  all 
along  shore.  In  addition,  Mr.  Toucey  found  a 
job  account  in  the  purchase  of  the  steamers,  af- 
ter they  were  all  reported  by  their  officers,  after 
trial,  as  wholly  unfit  for  war  vessels.  "  Their 
slightness  of  construction; "  "  helpless  condition 
at  sea  ;  "  "  imperfect  machinery ;  "  "  patched 
boilers,  (one  with  one  hundred  patches,)  raucK 
burned  ;  "  "  unmanageable  under  canvas  ;  " 
"  many  weaknesses  ;  "  "  ordinary  pumps  would 
not  keep  afloat ;  "  "  engines  broken  down  ;  " 
"  vessels  unable  to  carry  a  battery,  from  want 
of  speed,  and  exposure  of  machinery,  not  at  all 
adapted  to  purposes  of  war ;  "  "  unsafe  to  make 
a  voyage  of  any  great  distance  on  the  ocean  " — 
all  this,  and  much  more  represented  by  the 
oSicers  in  their  correspondence  with  the  Sec- 
retary, while  on  their  voyage,  creeping  from 
island  to  island,  and  the  ports  along  tiie  conti- 
nent, to  river  La  Plata,  could  not  deter  him  from 
purchasing  these  ships  of  war.  Com.  Shubrick 
says,  if  they  had  been  with  him  on  the  oceaa 
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vyhen  the  storra  struck  hia  flag-ship,  the  Sabine, 
th:U  nil  would  have  gone  down.  To  persons  un- 
acquainted with  the  recent  management  of  the 
navy  in  [lolitics,  such  a  purchase  would  .seem  in- 
explicable. Those  acquainted  with  the  abuses  in 
the  navy  yards  know  that  the  worthlessness  of 
these  V(;ssel.-i  were  their  recommendation.  They 
are  rebuiltatthe  navy  yard,  under  appropriations 
for  repairs,  when  they  can  be  no  longer  patch- 
ad  up.  Congress  feels  bound  to  allow  estimates 
for. repairs,  when  they  would  not  vote  for  new 
Bhips  ;  but  ships  are  sometimes  thus  made  new 
without  a  slick  of  the  old,  and  bearing  nothing 
but  the  name,  and  even  this  is  occasionally 
changed. 

And  this  increase  of  the  navy,  in  leaky,  rot- 
t'  n,  worm-eaten,  worn-out  merchant  steamers, 
is  all  that  results  from  the  many  millions  sunk 
111  the  Parairuay  war,  if  the  commission  given 
to  the  President's  friend,  the  Hon.  Cave  John- 
son, does  not  produce  something  more.  He  is 
to  hunt  up  pretexts  for  au  indemnity  to  Hop- 
kins &  Comjiaiiy  for  insulting  and  aliena- 
ting a  young  and  rising  Republic.  The  nation 
must  lose  its  trade  by  extorting  near  a  million 
from  Paraguay  to  satisfy  the  General  agent  for 
being  refused  permission  to  sell  his  cigars, 
probably  only  '■  a  beggarly  account  of  empty 
l*oxes.'' 

■J  he  Utah  war  has  ended  quite  as  ignomini- 
onsly.  Kai;-;!is.  the  President  confesses  to  Mr. 
^\  alker  in  bis  private  letter,  on  opening  the 
campaign,  was  its  primary  object.  Until  ''you 
are  out  of  the  woods,"  he  tells  the  Governor, 
jou  shall  keep  Harney  and  his  army.  "  Kan- 
sas is  vastly  more  important  to  us  at  this  mo- 
meiet  tkan  UiaJi."  All  the  war  could  accom- 
plish here,  was  to  exclude  the  State  from  the 
Union  ;  he  could  not  enslave  it. 

What  has  h«  done  for  Utah  ?  The  Secretary 
of  V^.  ar,  in  his  report  to  Congress  at  the  session 
before  the  last,  alludes  to  the  demands  which 
bad  been  made  on  '■'■tJiat  body  for  aj^propria- 
ting  the  large  sums  of  money  necessary  for 
n-ushing  the  ireascm  at  a  single  blow."'  Nov/ 
that  the  ten  millions  have  been  spent,  and  the 
blow  struck,  v/hat  is  the  result?  The  Secretary 
tells  us  in  his  last  report: 

"  Aff-iirs  ill  ihf  Territory  of  Utah  remain  very  muf'i  as 
Bt  thf  (luls  of  my  last  annual  nvport.  Tlie  prmy  is  iiiaci- 
i  e.  a  a  ^\an(l.«  i\\  tht^  atii'ude  cf  a  inenaciiii;:  io-cn 
iuward<  a  c;  i.djiered  a  id  sullen  people.  J  am  satisfied 
'hal  ilie  preser-'niion  of  ngln  and  justice  tiirouffh  tl:e 
lUfaii'  of  aiy  jurisprudence  kro>vn  or  reco'jni^ed'by  ill'-, 
puople  of  the.  Uri'ted  Slates,  is  impo-sihle  in  .hal  'I  erri 
lor>.  li  is  a;ovi^r;;ed  practi- al  y  by  a  sysvein  which  is 
in  loal  disii  ijard  oftlie  laws  or  Constitutions  of  the  land. 
I'he  laws  of  the  Mormon  church  and  the  will  of  th<;  hit-r- 
00. ly  are  alone  poential  there  Beyoii  i  a  mere  outward 
NhoA- of  acquiescence  in  Federal  autliorily,  tiiey  are  as 
irr'V>pojisil',r-  to  it  as  any  forei.!;ii  nation. 

I'here  is  in  t.'e  present  attitude  of  affairs  scarcely  ar.y 
n«;  es.siiy  {.jr  tlie  presence  of  troops  in  Utah,  mul  tiie> 
w-ili  (jc  omervvi^e  disposed  of  in  tne  cominj,'  tenso  . 
Ihere  aie  no  cr.iii,'laiiils  of  Indian  liosiil(tfe.s  iowar.ij<  liie 
tvJorinou  people  All  other  Territories  and  people  upon 
our  VHsi  f;o. liters  s.  tier  from  Indian  riepred.ni.ns  tjut 
Uis  Mormon  prjple  enjoy  an  immunity  from  all  these 
outrai^es.  For  tin-  protection  of  these  pfopie  ..<;aiasl  Jn- 
diaii*,  mere  is  no  necessity  tor  ilic  presence  of  a  «iiple 
solUier.    Aiur^ers  and  rouberies  of  the  most  atrocious 


charactor  h:>ve  been  perpetrated  in  the  Territory  npOil 
emitrrantsfrom  the  States  jouneying' towards  the  Pacific, 
and  in  some  of  the  most  shockini;  instances  by  white 
inen  (iissjuised  as  Indians.  The  central  impre-sion,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  it  amonn  those  haV' 
imc  opportunity  to  know,  is,  thai  ihese  iniirdcrs  are  the 
work  of  the  Mormon  people  themselves,  saiictio.ied  if 
not  direcied  by  the  autl'oritv  of  the  Mormon  church."' 

The  Mountain  Meadow  massacre,  in  which 
one  hundred  and  twenty  peaceful,  respectable 
emigrants  fell — a  butchery  extending  through 
five  days,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Mormon 
settlements,  leading  Mormon.'^  looking  on,  and 
after  receiving  the  spoil  from  the  Indians,  all 
detailed  in  Mr.  Forney's  (Indian  superintend- 
ent) report — makes  it  certain  that  the  .Secretary 
is  well  founded  in  the  statement  that  Mor« 
mons  are  the  instigators  in  this  war  ag.'^inst 
emigration  across  the  central  part  of  the  conti- 
nent. The  butchery  of  Captain  Gunnison  and 
his  party  of  explorers  to  open  this  way,  it  is 
almost  certain  was  their  v.-ork.  But  besides 
this  participation  in  Indian  atrocities,  which 
may  be  only  the  crime  of  a  few  confederate 
Mormons,  the  Secretary  thus  charges  the  whole 
community: 

"  After  the  open  acts  of  war  by  tiie  Mormott  people 
af^ainst  the  U.iited  States,  in  seizin?  the  provision  trains* 
of  our  army  and  destroying  them  by  iire,  a  d  stealina;  and 
driviiij,^  olTthe  herds  of  ca.i'e  an^  hor.~es  beloiigine  to  the 
command,  although  these  were  esseviiii'L  as  everybody 
s  ipposed,  to  the  mainiena.ice  of  our  troops,  and  their 
protection  against  starvation,  tliese  people  continued  to 
manifest  every  jiroof  of  a  fixed  dcterminp.tjon  tO  push  their 
treason  'o  the  extremity  of  bloodslied  and  war." 

Then  a  long  list  of  Mormon  violations  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  is  given,  to  jtistify  the 
Administration  in  the  signal  vengeance  it  had 
taken,  of  which  the  Secretary  seems  proud : 

"This  movement  unon  this  Terriiofy  was  demanded 
by  the  ;noral  senjtimenl  of  the  couMtry — was  due  to  a  vin- 
dication of  the  laws  and  Coiistitulion — and  was  essential 
to  dera<  nstrate  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  chastise  insubordination  and  quell  rebellion,"  &(;. 

The  report  does  not  tell  hov/  this  insubordi- 
nation was  chastised  and  rebellion  quelled,  but 
goes  on  to  say  : 

"These  people,  hovi^ev.3r,  still  evince  a  spirit  of  in- 
subordination a.td  iifjoOy  dis.'onteiit.  The  necessity 
which  called  tor  the  pi-eseuce  of  the  l.-oops  in  Utah  will 
requi.'-e  a  strong  force  siill  to  be  kept  there." 

Now,  what  was  the  chastisement  of  the  trea» 
son,  the  bloodshed,  the  robberies,  the  confla- 
grations, the  attempt  to  starve  a  whole  army  7 
What  was  the  spirit  in  which  our  Executive, 
with  a  powerful  army  at  his  bidding,  rebuked 
all  this?  Defied  by  Brigham  Young  at  every 
step  in  their  progress,  our  poor-spirited  Presi- 
dent submits  at  last  to  beg  the  way  for  his 
army  to  Salt  Lake  City,  without  encounter, 
through  the  intervention  of  a  private  citizen, 
Thomas  L.  Kane,  the  brother  of  the  Arctic  ex- 
plorer. The  President  writes  a  letter  of  cre- 
dence to  this  envoy,  but,  with  his  usual  duplici- 
ty, disavowing  that  he  did  ''send  any  agent  to 
visit  them  in  behalf  of  the  Government."  This 
letter  is  a  master-piece  of  Buchanan  diploma- 
cy. Mr.  Kane  goes  to  the  Mormons,  ami  lets 
them  know  what  vengeance  awaited  all  their 
crimes.  They  were  to  have,  in  the  first  place, 
a  general  amnesty  for  all  their  crimes-— cover- 
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iug  up  the  blood  of  the  innocents  shed  on  the 
Mountain  Meadow,  that  of  Captain  Gunnison's 
exploring  party,  the  robbery  and  fire  of  the 
army  trains,  iind,  in  a  word,  all  the  treason, 
from  first  to  last — Young  on  his  part  promising 
nothing,  but  allowing  Governor  Powell  and 
Ben  McCullough  (the  commissioners  sent  to 
him  after  Kane  had  obtained  leave)  to  say 
"  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  ofiBcers  civil  and 
military  of  the  United  States  should  peaceably 
and  without  resistance  enter  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  and  discharge,  unmolested,  all  their  offi- 
cial duties."  Briffham  did  not  even  sign  this 
agreement,  but  merely  adds  a  note,  admitting 
that  it  was  ^'  said  in  said  conference." 

Now,  the  Secretary  of  War  admits  in  both 
of  his  reports,  since  the  agreed  case,  that  Brig 
ham  Young  has  acted  on  his  mental  reserva- 
tion, and  so  acted  that  neither  the  laws  nor  Con- 
stitution have  been  permitted  to  have  any  force 
in  the  Territory.  That  the  Mormons  **  keep 
up  strictly  their  organization,  which  has  for  its 
object  and  cud  the  complete  exclusion  of  Fed- 
eral authority  from  all  participation  in  the 
Governmental  affairs  in  the  Territory  beyond 
a  mere  hollow  show."  This  he  tells  Congress 
at  its  session  before  the  last,  to  show  that  it 
must  appropriate  money  to  keep  the  army  there, 
and  keep  up  "  the  mere  hollow  show."  In  the 
report  to  the  last  session  he  even  gives  this  up, 
and  proposes  to  take  the  army  away,  and  sur- 
render the  Territory  to  the  Mormons.  Mean- 
time the  Mormons  are  grown  rich  on  the  mar- 
ket the  army  has  afforded  them,  and  are  specu- 
lating on  all  the  spoils  obtained  in  exchanges. 
For  instance,  they  bought  hundreds  of  wagons 
used  as  transports  for  the  army  and  its  pro- 
visions, for  $20  each  ;  they  now  seH  the  same 
■wagons,  to  transport  the  army  away,  at  $  150  each. 

Now,  the  question  is,  why  does  our  Govern- 
ment submit  to  Young's  Government,  instead 
of  bringing  his  to  submission?  The  answer 
is,  big  is  a  slave  State.  The  army  was  raised 
not  to  subdue  a  slave  State,  but  to  make  Kan- 
sas a  slave  State.  Young  has  not  only  estab- 
lished negro  slavery,  but  has  established  a 
system  that  must  end  in  enslaving  the  feeble 
and  dependent  of  the  white  race.  He  can  have 
but  one  wife  at  a  time  of  the  sixty  he  holds  as 
such.  The  rest  are  slaves.  This  plurality 
means  nothing  but  concubinage,  and  is  in  fact 
a  denial  of  the  rights  of  wedlock  to  those  who 
are  enslaved.  In  other  sections,  the  rights  of 
marriage  in  slaves  are  denied  or  broken  at 
pleasure.  In  Mormondom,  a  man  may  have  as 
many  wives  as  he  can  buy ;  and  as  this  makes 
it  literally  a  matter  of  money,  he  may  dispose 
of  them,  without  regard  to  what  maakind  gen- 
erally consider  sacred  ties.  This  allies  both 
white  and  black  slavery  in  Utah  in  some  sort 
with  negro  slavery  in  the  South ;  and  from  this 
sympathy  of  institutions,  the  Senate,  at  the 
last  session,  put  down  the  bill  of  the  House  of 
Representetives,  declaring  polygamy  a  ';rime, 
and  punishing  it  as  a  violation  of  the  morals 
and  laws  of  th'e  country.  The  executive  power 
at  WasbijQgton,  which  indeed  in  all  its  branches 


is  in  suDservieucy  to  the  South,  understands 
their  sympathy;  and  hence  its  leaning  to  the 
crimes  of  Brigham  Young's  Government. 
Hence,  while  the  Secretary  declares  that  this 
Government  is  the  accomplice  of  the  Indian 
murderers  who  beset  the  path  of  the  emigrant 
on  every  central  route  to  the  Pacific,  the  troops 
are  removed  because  the  Mormons  do  not  need 
defence  against  the  Indians,  and  thus,  in  block- 
ing the  middle  way  to  California,  are  serving 
the  interests  of  the  slave  States,  which  desire 
to  drive  the  emigration  into  the  ox-bow  route 
down  the  Mississippi,  across  through  desert 
xirizona,  and  up  again  north  along  the  Pacific 
to  San  Francisco.  The  Postmaster  General 
violated  the  law,  and  pays  $000,000  a  year  to 
change  to  this  out-ofthe-wny  course  the  post 
route  contemplated  by  the  law.  This  was  done 
to  give  its  direction  to  the  railroad  across  the 
Continent.  The  Executive  persists  in  this  de- 
sign, and  hence  the  middle  of  the  Continent  is 
surrendered  to  the  Mormons  and  their  savage 
allies. 

And  this  is  all  our  gain  from  the  Mormon 
war,  which  made  the  annual  military  expenses 
of  the  Government  equal  to  those  of  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  would  have  raised 
them  four  millions  higher,  if  the  Republican 
party  had  not  voted  down  the  demand  of  the 
President  for  an  increase  of  the  standing  armj 
by  the  addition  of  four  more  regiments  of  reg- 
ulars. A  regiment  costs  a  million  each  year. 
This  would  have  raised  Mr.  Buchanan's  army 
outlay  above  twenty-three  millions,  very  nearly 
the  total  expense  of  the  entire  Government  un- 
der Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  four  regiments  were 
voted  down,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  doubtless  would 
give  this  as  a  reason  for  leaving  Utah  in  the 
hands  of  Brigham  Young,  as  Secretary  Floyd 
admits  it  is,  if  Congress  had  not  offered  ttie 
President  a  force  of  volunteers  to  bring  him  to 
obedience  or  drive  him  from  the  country.  The 
Executive  refused  the  volunteers.  They  had 
driven  these  Ishmaelites  out  of  Missouri  and 
Illinois,  and  if  permitted  to  drive  them  out  of 
Utah  we  should  have  one  slave  State  less. 

In  the  passages  commented  on  in  this  paper, 
the  Administration  has  written  its  own  history. 
The  evidence  cited  against  it  is  drawn  from 
reluctant  witnesses  of  its  own  party.  They  show 
it  to  be  the  creature  of  the  slave  power,  which 
every  age  exhibits,  prone  to  despotic  govern- 
ment and  corruption.  Its  strength  is  in  the 
combination  and  organization  of  all  who  protit 
by  its  oppressions.  Being  at  war  with  the  en- 
nobling principles  of  humanity,  it  necessarily 
appeals  to  the  worst  instincts  and  passions  for 
support.  Where  freedom  prevails,  it  can  have 
no  party  on  honest  principles.  I'here  it  must 
buy  a  party.  Hence  their  appeals  to  the  sordid 
leaders  of  the  once  patriotic  Democracy  of  the 
free  States,  successfully  holding  out  to  their 
avarice  and  ambition,  advancement  to  the  high 
places  and  patronage  of  the  Government.  Tho 
result  of  their  prostitution  has  been  the  ruin  of 
the  party  whose  name  and  organization  they 
abused. 


■■^'^': 


